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Dear Friends,  
 
Gaudete Sunday, observed on the third Sunday of Advent, is a day of joy 

and celebration in the Catholic Church. The term "Gaudete" comes from the Latin 
word for "rejoice," which is the opening word of the Entrance antiphon: "Gaudete in 
Domino semper" ("Rejoice in the Lord always"). This day marks a shift in the mood 
of Advent, which traditionally has been a time of penance and preparation. On 
Gaudete Sunday, the liturgical color changes from purple to rose, signifying a time 
of hope and joy as the faithful anticipate the coming of Christ at Christmas. 

 
Advent hymns are an essential part of the liturgical celebration of the Advent season. One of the most 

well-known Advent hymns is "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel." This ancient chant dates back to the 12th    
century and has its roots in the “O Antiphons,” which are sung during the last days of Advent. The hymn’s 
lyrics focus on calling for the arrival of Emmanuel, which means "God with us." The haunting melody and the 
lyrics' deep longing for God's presence express the essence of Advent—waiting and hoping for the Savior's 
birth. 

 
In the Advent season, Mary holds a special place of honor and reverence. As the mother of Jesus, 

she embodies the hope and anticipation that characterize this time of preparation for the coming of Christ. 
Earlier this month, the women of the parish choir led Solemn Vespers on the Memorial of St. Francis Xavier. 
Fr. Ryan requested that the women’s choir sing Franz Biebl’s setting of “Ave Maria”. Upon first request, I  
considered this a daunting task as this piece of music is highly difficult, demanding the choir to sing a capella 
in seven parts. Through focused rehearsal with our talented singers, the “Ave Maria” was sung remarkably 
and was a highlight of the evening. 

 
The talent among our music ministry is not only limited to beautiful voices. I often get asked what   

instrumental pieces are played as preludes and at Communion. My response is always the same - it’s       
improvisation! The ability to improvise, to feel and create music in the moment, is a long and proud tradition 
of church musicians. More rarely than just solo improvisation, I have the opportunity to create music week to 
week with the wonderful Yuriy Geyer, violin, and brilliant parishioner Melanie Thomas, flute. Our ability to  
improvise and play off each other is not only highly rewarding and musical for us musicians but we hope that 
it inspires and lifts the spirits of the listener. 

 
Again, I’d like to highlight the good and hard work the parish choir has been committed to this choral 

season. The choir has introduced the proper antiphons that precede our congregational hymns, enriching 
our Sunday liturgies. The choir is a friendly and welcoming ministry and is open to all! Please contact me if 
you are interested in joining, we are always looking for new members. There are a few upcoming dates to 
hear our lovely choir lead music at Mass: 

 
Sunday, December 15th - 10:30am Mass at St. Joseph 
Sunday, December 22nd - 9:30am Mass at St. Francis Xavier 
Tuesday, December 24th - 10pm Christmas Eve Concert and 10:30pm Mass at St. Joseph 

 
Advent Blessings, 
 
Jonathan Metzinger 
Director of Music 
jmetzinger@ssjfx.org 
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Please pray for the sick and those in need: 

 

Carmen Albino 
Laura B. 
Lorraine Bixler 
Jim Bohlman 
 

Paul “PJ” DiClementi 
Peter DiClementi Jr  
Sally Griffin 
Sheila Groark 
 

In prayer  
and loving memory of: 

 
Judy Ostrem 

Please email officessjfx@ssjfx.org  to add or remove a name. 

Monday Dec 16, 2024 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Joseph O’Connor 
(L)Jessica Heery 
 
 
 
Tuesday Dec 17, 2024 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Msgr. Mayall 
 

Intentions: 
+Sr Therese Fields, SCC 
+Young So Kim 
+Marian Haney 
+Robert LaPata 
+Mr. & Mrs. Robert Russell 
+Ricardo Uychoco 
+Will Weir 
 
 
9:00 am-10:00 am SJ 
Eucharistic Adoration 
 
 
  

Wednesday Dec 18, 2024 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ   
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Stephanie Fernholz 
+Jill Malan 
+Kevin Speicher 
+Henry F. Steo 
 
 
Thursday Dec 19, 2024 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 
8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions:  
+Bob Spriggs 
(L)Fr. Ed Harnett 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Friday Dec 20, 2024 
6:30am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Msgr. Mayall 
 

Intentions:  
+Charlie Nesbitt 
+Loretta Szmyd 
(L)Dave Riddle 
 
3:15 pm SJ Baptism 
Zader Family 
 
 

Saturday Dec 21, 2024 
8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Msgr. Mayall 
 

Intentions: 
(L)People of the Parish 
 
9:00 am-10:00 am SJ 
Confession 
 
12:00 pm SFX Baptism 
Shelton/Wang Family 
 
5:00 pm SJ  
Presider: Msgr. Mayall 
 

Intentions: 
+Andrew Joseph Bishop 
+Ben Bishop 
+Dr. Robert LaPata 
+Olivia Sergot 
+Michael Tischler 
(L)Rehbock Family Intentions 
 
5:00 pm SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Mary Minogue 
(L)Billy & Cecilia Cannon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Dec 22, 2024 
8:00 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Liliana Suciu 
 
9:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Dieter Ksoll 
+Paddy McNeely 
+Tom Rees, Sr.  
+John J. Smith 
+Liliana Suciu 
 
10:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Maria & Domenico 
   DiDomizio 
+Stanley & Marianna Feret 
+Andy Keefe 
 
10:30 am SFX Baptism 
Brown Family 
 
11:30 am SFX 
Presider: Msgr. Mayall 
 

Intentions:  
(L)People of the Parish 
 
11:30 am SJ Baptism 
McWeeney Family 
 
4:45 pm SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Olivia Sergot 
 

+ Deceased  /  ( L) Living      
SFX - St. Francis Xavier 

SJ -St. Joseph 
 

Masses are livestreamed on 
our YouTube channel.  

 

Search  Saints JFX on 
www.youtube.com 

Rick Hawkinson 
Catherine Horan 
Tiffany McGivern 
John McGuiness 

Marlene Miller 
Eden McKenna 
Pam O’Reilly 
Carla Zaramella 
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  Stewardship Report 
 

    
 

       
    Thank you for your generosity. 

Saints JFX Ministry of Care 
 

Experienced Ministers of Care are  
available to bring communion  

to our parish sick and homebound, 
those in senior facilities, and  

Evanston Hospital. 
 

 
If you or a family member would like to schedule a 

visit, please  contact the MOC Care line at  
(847) 256-2273 (CARE) or email  

mbirmingham@ssjfx.org 

Sacraments at Saints JFX 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Request form can be found on our parish website: 
ssjfx.org/baptism.html 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 9:00 am-10:00 am at St. Joseph Church 
or by appointment. Please call 847/256-4250 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Request form can be found on our parish website:  
ssjfx.org/weddings.html 
 
 
 

Parish registration forms can be found on  
ssjfx.org/join-our-parish.html 

Pray the Rosary 

 

Please join us to pray the Rosary at 7:30 am daily 
 

To join online: 

https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/ 

join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 217 167 320 893 

Passcode: PgfzMi 
 

If you prefer to call in:                                                                                                    
872-215-5920 

Phone conference ID: 706 348 841# 

 

 

The Rosary is also prayed at 8:00 am, Monday 

through Saturday at St. Joseph Church, followed 
by 8:30 am Mass. All are welcome. 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE ARE IN EVANSTON HOSPITAL  
 
Please call our Care Line at 847-256-2273 if you would  
like a visit from a Minister of Care.  The hospital no longer 
provides a list of Catholics to visit. Our ministers go on  
Sundays and MWF to visit, pray with, and bring Holy  
Communion to all who request it.   
 
Please leave the patient’s name and hospital room number 
on the Care Line voicemail, along with your name,  
relationship, and phone number; or email this information 
to MaryClare Birmingham at mbirmingham@ssjfx.org.  We 
will call or email you to confirm the request.   

If you are able, please consider contributing via PushPay  

 
Sunday Collection 

 
Haiti Sharing Parish 

St. Thomas of  
Canterbury School 

Archdiocese Special 
Collection-December 
Religious Retirement 

 

December 8, 2024 
 

Collected at Church: 
 

Envelopes: $  6,930.00 
 

Loose Cash: $  1,829.00   
 

Electronic 
Contributions: $21,880.00 

 
Total:   $30,639.00 
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

US Air Force 
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs 

2nd Lt Luke Stenberg 
 

US Army 
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer 

Cpt Christopher Cannon 
Cpt Ryan Cannon 

PFC Richard Carlson 
Sgt Harrison Daniels 

Maj Jason Harlan 
Pvt Ryan Higgins 

Erik Larson (Army Reserve) 
Sgt Zach Mally 

Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo 
Sgt David Lore Mayo 

SGT Seth Miller 
Col Kelly Quinn 

Lt Col Anita Scattone 
Lt Ryan Slattery 

PFC Asher Walsh 
Lt John Williams 

 

US Marine Corps 
Pvt Stuart Corboy III 
Sgt Joseph Devroy 
Cpt Peter Dulaney 

Sgt Brandon Galgay 
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn 

Cpt Brad Gustafson 
Ssgt Walter Ramirez 
Cpt William Smith 

Cpl Trevor J. Talbot 
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams 

 

US Navy 
Cmdr Kevin Carlson 

Lt Matthew Mah 
PO2 Kevin Morrison 

Cornelius Robert Murphy 
LTJG Hugh Rider 

Lt Cmdr Tom Smith 
Shane Zeman 

 

US National Guard 
Liam Gobeyn 

Sgt Steven Tetzlaff 
Sgt Jackson Knott 

Lt Col Grant Swinger 
 

If you would like to add or remove a name,  
please contact us at officessjfx@ssjfx.org. 

 

Readings for the week of December 15, 2024  
 
Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/

 Lk 3:10-18 
 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  
  8-9/Mt 21:23-27 
 
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/ 
  Mt 1:1-17  
 
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt  
  1:18-25  
 
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/

 Lk 1:5-25  
 
Friday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  
 
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 

 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
 
Sunday:  Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/Heb 
  10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to helping the 
poor and those who have fallen upon difficult times.  If you or 
someone you know is in need of help, please call the parish 
office at (847) 256-4250 and ask for the SVDP line.  
 

If you are calling outside of business hours, please press 7 to 
leave a message, and we will return your call. 
 

You can also email   
sfxstvincentdepaul@comcast.net.  

 

All  inquiries are held in the strictest of 
confidence.   
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And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant  
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 

Luke 2:12 
                         
            

Join Us in Waiting For and Celebrating the Coming of the Lord  

                                                                                                                             

December 24 

Christmas Eve 
 

3:00 pm St. Joseph 

3:00 pm St. Francis Xavier 

3:15 pm St. Francis Xavier (gym) 

5:00 pm St. Francis Xavier 

5:30 pm St. Joseph 

10:00 pm Christmas Concert  

      St. Joseph and St. Francis Xavier 

10:30 pm St. Joseph 

10:30 pm St. Francis Xavier 

December 25 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

8:00 am St. Joseph 

9:30 am St. Francis Xavier 

10:30 am St. Joseph 

11:30 am St. Francis Xavier 
 

December 31 

Solemnity of Mary,  

Mother of God (Vigil) 
 

5:00 pm St. Francis Xavier  

 

January 1 

Solemnity of Mary,  

Mother of God 
 

9:30 am St. Francis Xavier 

10:30 am St. Joseph 
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Companions in Grief 

 
Join us for coffee and tea, December 19 

at 10 AM, in the Community Room at 
the St. Joseph campus. 
  
Relax in a place where you are welcome 
to share your memories. 
  
This group will meet on the third 
Thursday of each month. Please call 
Deacon Jack Malone (614-204-2127) or 
Shelagh Donoghue (847-980-4125) for 
more information. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sponsored by Saints JFX Parish  
Ministries of Care and Bereavement. 
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Speaker from the Mission of Our Lady of the Angels: January 15, 2025 at 7pm in the SFX School Atrium 
Hosted by Guild 4 of the SSJFX Women’s Club 

 

The Mission of Our Lady of the Angels establishes a Catholic presence in the West Humboldt 
Park area, currently one of the poorest neighborhoods in Chicago. The goal of the Mission is 
“to assist the materially poor and to share the treasure of our Catholic Faith.” Bishop Bob  
Lombardo came to Chicago in 2005 at the special request of Cardinal George and is the  
Founder/Director of Mission of Our Lady of the Angels and Founder/Superior of the           
Franciscans of the Eucharist of Chicago, who staff the Mission. 
 

The Mission is located on the site of the former Our Lady of the Angels School. Some of you 
may remember the school tragedy which occurred on December 1, 1958 when a fire was  
started in the school basement which resulted in the deaths of 92 children and 3 teachers, 
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (BVMs), and left many with serious injuries. The Franciscans at the       
Mission are honored to live and serve at this hallowed site. They pray daily for the repose of the souls of those who 
died and for those still affected by the tragedy.  
 

The Mission (via the Franciscans of the Eucharist) provides hope to the poor on the west side of Chicago through food 

pantries supporting about 4,000 families a month, afterschool and senior citizens’ programs, community meals, and 

much more. Sr. Jaime Mitchell, a Franciscan of the Eucharist serving at the Mission, will speak about the Mission’s 

work, volunteer and donation opportunities and the growing numbers of Sisters of the Franciscans of the Eucharist. 

The talk will take place in the Atrium on Wednesday, January 15, 2025 at 7pm until about 8pm including Q&A. A brief 

reception will follow. All are welcome. A free will offering is suggested; the Mission of Our Lady of the Angels runs 

completely off direct donations. 
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WINES - LIQUORS - BEERS

TONI’S
Open Every Day

4033 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 
Phone # 847-673-0045

 

Residential & Commercial Group

Cleaning Service

847-559-0966
www.kulasmaids.com

“Our Showroom Features  
Your Entire Floor Covering Needs” 

(847) 328-9500 
Mon - Sat: 9-5 • Thurs: 9-8 • Sun: 12-4 
2900 Central Street • Evanston, IL

EUROPA IMPORTS, INC
Mercedes-Benz Factory Trained Specialists

Collision Repair on all makes/models 
Complete Service:

Volkswagen • BMW • Audi • Mercedes-Benz
Porsche • Volvo (now servicing)

847-446-9500
1007 Tower Court, Winnetka, IL 60093

europaimports1@gmail.com

RIDGEVIEW 
GRILL

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Casual dining right in your neighborhood

847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.com

Accepting NewPatients

1775 Glenview Road,
Suite 107, Glenview, IL

Dr. Alexander
Quezada

WE CAN DO IT.
Custom Professional Plumbing Services™ since 1949:
Lic#  058-118696

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
811 Ridge Rd., Wilmette • 847.251.2695

            • Bathrooms
            • Kitchens

• New Construction
• Laundry Rooms
• Sewage & Water Lines

• Remodeling
• Heating & A/C

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well

Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

• Prime Beef • Poultry 
• Lamb • Veal 

1165 Wilmette Ave., Wilmette 
(847)-446-6261 or 256-0070  

Joe Spera

MARKET

	 *Free Pickup 	 *Accept all Major 
	 and Delivery 	 Credit Cards 

  
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner” 

Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner 
fzuberi@mylapels.com 

(847) 251-2433 • mylapels.com/wilmette 
819 Ridge Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

847-920-5401847-920-5401  
1156 Central Ave. • Wilmette 1156 Central Ave. • Wilmette 
www.leftyspizzakitchen.com/www.leftyspizzakitchen.com/

Kids make their own pizza on Tuesday’s  
$11.95 make your own 10” pizza  

(includes drink & unlimited toppings for kids)

A person you know. A policy you understand.
If you want personal service and understanding with your insurance,  
I’m your good neighbor. Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

Todd Markman Ins Agency Inc
809 Ridge Road • Wilmette, IL 60091-2489

Bus: 847-256-8633

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® State Farm Bloomington , IL

WALTER KEEFE & SONS
Gen’l Contractors 

Designers • Builders 
Kitchens • Baths • Additions • Remodeling

WILMETTE	 847-256-0156

Lambrecht’s 
Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette 

847-251-3284   

Member American Gem Society 
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 1978

Est’d  1892

L. Marshall Roofing 
and Sheet Metal, Inc.

2100 Lehigh Ave. • Glenview, IL 60026
(847)724-5400

FAX (847)724-7306    www.lmarshallroofing.com
“Serving the Archdiocese of Chicago Since 1913.”

Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs

847 441-6900
1653 Winnetka Avenue • Northfield

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

North Shore C  
and C 

Driving LLC
 

BRAD CARLSON 
Driver’s Education Instructor

(224) 563-8193 
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

“Safety First”

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

Love Your Floors and Home for Life.

Wilmette Showroom | 847-251-1200

Lake Forest Showroom| 847-295-3737

kashianbros.com
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Heating + Air
Conditioning

90 Years on the North Shore

Repairs & Service
on all Makes & Models

847-251-1247
736 12th Street • Wilmette

SWEET’SSWEET’S

332 Linden Ave. • Across from the Linden “L”

847-251-1234
SERVING THE NORTH SHORE SINCE 1916

BRATSCHI PLUMBING 
A Family Business Providing Complete 

Plumbing Service Since 1937 
 Lic.# PL13352 

    847-446-1421    801 Oak St., Winnetka 
www.bratschiinc.com

Green Bay 
Animal Hospital

HOURS 
Daily: 8am to 12:30pm - 1:30pm to 5:30pm 

Sat: 8am to 12 noon - 1pm to 3pm

1221 GREEN BAY ROAD, WILMETTE
847-251-5900 • fax: 847-251-5964 
www.greenbayanimalhospital.com

Wilmette Bicycle & Sport Shop, Inc.
NORTH SHORE’S SPORTS HEADQUARTERS 

Est. 1932

(847) 251-1404 
605 Green Bay Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Julie Laverdiere Beck, DDS • Phil Meehan, DDS

847.998.9992
2614 Patriot Blvd Suite B  •  Glenview, IL 60026

www.glenoralsurgery.com

1101 Central Avenue - Wilmette, IL 60091 
(847) 251-3005 

smva@StRogerAbbey.org - www.StRogerAbbey.org

NashTeam@Jamesonsir.com 

3 1 2 . 5 0 5 . 1 9 5 9

N A S H  T E A M

Ted Nash John Nash

7411 N Milwaukee Ave
Niles, IL

773-763-6000

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

MENTION THIS
AD FOR

30% OFF
AREA RUG CLEANING847-492-1800

1244 CHICAGO AVE, EVANSTON 

Aaron Glick, Parish I grew up in
(847) 915-6888

info@reliablemovers.net

ILCC # 235027

FOUNDED 1975 • VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED
TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS

847-328-2354

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Locally-owned Hardware Store

847 251-3060
1219 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette

www.johnmillenhardware.com

washfairies.com

hello@washfairies.com

(224) 302-6772

CLEAN CLOTHES 
 DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR


