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Dear Friends, 
 
“This is holy ground.  We’re standing on holy ground.  For 
the Lord is present, and where God is, is holy.” I’m not 
sure if you ever heard the tune that I have been carrying in 
my head all this week.  If you’ve been around the parish 
campus, you probably have heard me humming or outright 
singing it. In his encounter with the Lord on the mount of 
Horeb, at the sight of the burning bush, Moses removed his 
shoes.  God said, “Come no nearer!  Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy 
ground.” Two things strike me from that encounter. First, 
Moses heard and answered the call of the Lord.  He said, 
“Here I am.” He recognized the presence of God in his life 
and responded immediately.  Secondly, Moses recognized 
the holiness of the place in which he was. He removed   
sandals from his feet, as a sign of reverence and respect. 
  
We generally don’t, as a matter of American culture,      
remove our shoes to show respect.  But we do have ways of 
marking and indicating recognition of important places and 
people in our lives. Gentlemen remove their hats as they 
enter a building.  All bow or genuflect, demonstrating    
reverence, recognizing the presence of the Lord, when we 
enter our pews, pass the altar or tabernacle, and the         
liturgical rubrics instruct us to bow before we receive our 
Lord in the Eucharist.  Simple signs and basic actions speak 
volumes.  They announce that we believe that we are about 
something holy here. 
  
Our treatment of the space that we call simultaneously 
God’s house, and our spiritual home confirms what we  
believe about the space.  I thank God for those who give of 
their time to work as sacristans in church. Ron, Cathy, 
Herb, Susan, Kirsten, Don, Astrid, Shelagh, George, Diane, 
and Ana and others serve faithfully as sacristans. Thank 
you for demonstrating your love for God in your care for 
his house, our own holy ground. I thank you for sharing 
your gifts. 
 
The Christian life invites us to share time, talent and    
treasure. The One Plan encourages participation of all    
parishioners and school families in our endeavor to make 
this “holy ground” last for generations to come. Perhaps I 
can use this occasion to remind everyone else that you too 
can be part of this project.  Earlier this week, every active 
parishioner and school family should have received a letter 
from me.  The letter has a specific ask, one that the consult-
ants determined. We are asking for your participation. We 
are not sending an invoice. The Co-chairs and I hope for 
100% participation by active members of our parish and 
school community. Your response to the One Plan        
campaign is essential for the care and maintenance of this 
holy ground. 

 
 
The psalmist today reminds us that 
the Lord is kind and merciful.  
God’s love and mercy guide and 
protect our Church with the grace 
of the Holy Spirit.  God’s kindness 
and mercy has allowed us to      
persevere as a community of faith 
in Wilmette for more than a      
century. God’s benevolence, the 
God of our ancestors, inspired them to do great things and 
make great plans for the Catholic Church on the North 
Shore of Chicago. God told Moses that God was to be re-
membered for all generations. Our one Plan Campaign 
seeks to continue the mission of our ancestors, to rely on 
the mercy of God and to make God’s name remembered 
here – for all generations. Each of us must echo Moses’ 
“Here I am,” as God gives us a spirit that allows us to seek 
beyond our present needs and to invest in a future that will 
glorify God’s name. 
 
Moses heard and answered the call of the Lord and because 
he did, we are here. As we embark on the One plan      
Campaign, I have been struck by the people young and old 
who have stepped forward in faith, with generous and    
selfless hearts, reflecting God’s boundless love. Two high 
school aged brothers delivered two separate donations, one 
from each. One, a new caddie, donated $100, a portion of 
his caddie earnings from last summer to the One Plan   
Campaign. His older brother, a more experienced caddie, 
donated his portion of $400. A kindergarten girl held a 
bake sale and donated the proceeds of $37.  This youthful 
generosity inspires me to be more generous with my own 
time, talent, and treasure. If you have not prayerfully     
considered your One Plan (five year) pledge, I encourage 
you to do so. And let the generosity of the children inspire 
you. God is calling. Let’s answer, “Here I am,” and make 
God’s name known for generations to come. 
 
I wish you a prayerful and fruitful lent. 
Peace, 
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Please pray for the sick and those in need: 

 

Carmen Albino 
Laura B. 
Lorraine Bixler 
Jim Bohlman 
Paul “PJ” DiClementi 

Peter DiClementi Jr  
Sally Griffin 
Sheila Groark 
Rick Hawkinson 
Catherine Horan 

In prayer  
and loving memory of: 

 
 

Jim McNeely 
Jean Mulvihill 

Please email officessjfx@ssjfx.org  to add or remove a name. 

Monday March 24, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Phil Couri 
+Thomas Gorman 
(L)Nguyen Family 
 
 
Tuesday March 25, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Olivia Sergot 
 
 
9:00 am-10:00am SJ 
Eucharistic Adoration 
 
 

Wednesday March 26, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Maria Friedrich 
+Ronald Lobo 
+William McClintic 
+Judy Ostrem 
+Joan Thesing 
 
 
Thursday March 27, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Charles Carlson 
(L)Kelly Carlton 
 
 
Friday March 28, 2025 
6:30am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions:  
+Robert McNamara 
(L)Betty Finn Birthday 
    Blessings 
 
7:00 pm SJ 
Stations of the Cross 

Saturday March 29, 2025 
8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Olivia Sergot 
+Joseph J Sullivan, Jr. 
 

9:00-10:00 am Confession 
 
11:00 am SJ Baptism 
Eagleton Family 
 
5:00 pm SJ  
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Maurice De Volder 
+Joseph J. Sullivan, Jr.  
+Michelle Tolczyk 
 
5:00 pm SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Nicholas John Marino 
+Mary Minogue 
+Ray Pritchard 
 
 
Sunday March 30, 2025 
8:00 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+John & Lois Linnehan 
 

9:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Jody Bergin 
+Joan Bintz 
+Brian Carey 
+Thomas Carter 
+Robert Courtney 
+Jim McNeely 
+Liliana Suciu 
+Carol Walls 
 
10:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Elizabeth Cox 
+Charles Maier 
+Charles Powell 
+Liliana Suciu 
(L)Msgr Dan Mayall 
 
11:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions:  
+Jean Mulvihill 
(L)Nguyen Family 
 
4:45 pm SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
(L)People of the Parish 
 
7:30 pm SFX ACTION 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

+ Deceased / (L) Living      
SFX - St. Francis Xavier 

SJ -St. Joseph 

Masses are livestreamed on 
our YouTube channel.  

 

Search  Saints JFX on 
www.youtube.com 

Marian Harmon 
Tiffany McGivern 
John McGuiness 
James Mendis 
Oliver Mendis 

Marlene Miller 
Eden McKenna 
Pam O’Reilly 
Patti Rafanello 
Colleen Reese 
Carla Zaramella 



 

 

  Parish Life                        5 

 
Saints JFX Ministry of Care 

 

Experienced Ministers of Care are  
available to bring communion  

to our parish sick and homebound, 
those in senior facilities, and  

Evanston Hospital. 
 

 
If you or a family member would like to schedule a 

visit, please  contact the MOC Care line at  
(847) 256-2273 (CARE) or email  

mbirmingham@ssjfx.org 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE ARE IN EVANSTON HOSPITAL  
 
Please call our Care Line at 847-256-2273 if you would  
like a visit from a Minister of Care.  The hospital no longer 
provides a list of Catholics to visit. Our ministers go on  
Sundays and MWF to visit, pray with, and bring Holy  
Communion to all who request it.   
 
Please leave the patient’s name and hospital room number 
on the Care Line voicemail, along with your name,  
relationship, and phone number; or email this information to 
MaryClare Birmingham at mbirmingham@ssjfx.org.  We will 
call or email you to confirm the request.   

Sacraments at Saints JFX 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Request form can be found on our parish website: 
ssjfx.org/baptism.html 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 9:00 am-10:00 am at St. Joseph Church 
or by appointment. Please call 847/256-4250 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Request form can be found on our parish website:  
ssjfx.org/weddings.html 
 
 
 

Parish registration forms can be found on  
ssjfx.org/join-our-parish.html 

Pray the Rosary 

 

Please join us to pray the Rosary at 7:30 am daily 
 

To join online: 

https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/ 

join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 217 167 320 893 

Passcode: PgfzMi 
 

If you prefer to call in:                                                                                                    
872-215-5920 

Phone conference ID: 706 348 841# 

 

 

The Rosary is also prayed at 8:00 am, Monday 

through Saturday at St. Joseph Church, followed 
by 8:30 am Mass. All are welcome. 

 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to 
helping the poor and those who have fallen upon 
difficult times.  If you or someone you know is in 
need of help, please call the parish office at (847) 
256-4250 and ask for the SVDP line.  
 

If you are calling outside of business hours, please 
press 7 to leave a message; we will return your call. 

 
All  inquiries are held in the strictest of confidence.   

Upcoming meeting dates: 
 

April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17,  
August 21, September 18, October 16 
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

US Air Force 
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs 

2nd Lt Luke Stenberg 
 

US Army 
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer 

Cpt Christopher Cannon 
Cpt Ryan Cannon 

PFC Richard Carlson 
Sgt Harrison Daniels 

Maj Jason Harlan 
Pvt Ryan Higgins 

Erik Larson (Army Reserve) 
Sgt Zach Mally 

Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo 
Sgt David Lore Mayo 

SGT Seth Miller 
Col Kelly Quinn 

Lt Col Anita Scattone 
Lt Ryan Slattery 

PFC Asher Walsh 
Lt John Williams 

 

US Marine Corps 
Pvt Stuart Corboy III 
Sgt Joseph Devroy 
Cpt Peter Dulaney 

Sgt Brandon Galgay 
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn 

Cpt Brad Gustafson 
Ssgt Walter Ramirez 
Cpt William Smith 

Cpl Trevor J. Talbot 
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams 

 

US Navy 
Cmdr Kevin Carlson 

Lt Matthew Mah 
PO2 Kevin Morrison 

Cornelius Robert Murphy 
LTJG Hugh Rider 

Lt Cmdr Tom Smith 
John David Tobin 

Shane Zeman 
 

US National Guard 
Liam Gobeyn 

Sgt Steven Tetzlaff 
Sgt Jackson Knott 

Lt Col Grant Swinger 
 

If you would like to add or remove a name,  
please contact us at officessjfx@ssjfx.org. 

 

Readings for the week of March 23, 2025  
 
Sunday:  Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11 
  (8a)/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9 

Scrutiny: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 
39a, 40-42  

 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30 
 

Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/
  Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/Mt 
  5:17-19 
 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23 
 

Friday:  Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 
  and 17/Mk 12:28-34 
 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/Lk  
  18:9-14 
 

Sunday:  Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 (9a)/2 Cor 
  5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 Scrutiny: 1 Sm 
  16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/
  Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,  
  34-38 

 All are invited to join the First Saturday Devotions group after 
the 8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph on the first Saturday of each 
month. The group will meet next on April 5, 
2025. 
 
We pray the rosary along with devotions in 
reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; 
prayer guides will be available at the church.  

Please join us  
for Stations of the Cross 

on Friday evenings during Lent  
at St. Joseph Church. 

 

Stations begin at 7:00pm on the  
following dates: March 21, March 28, 

  April 4 and April 11.  

Wedding Banns 
 

Megan Drake and Brendan Reilly 
Bann II 
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Saints JFX One Plan 
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  Stewardship Report 
 

   
 

       
    Thank you for your generosity. 

If you are able, please consider contributing via PushPay  

 
Sunday Collection 

 
Haiti Sharing Parish 

St. Thomas of  
Canterbury School 

Archdiocese Special 
Collection-March 

Central/Eastern Europe 
 

March 16, 2025 
 

Collected at Church: 
 

Envelopes: $  5,445.00 
 

Loose Cash: $  1,765.00 
 
Electronic 
Contributions: $21,880.00 

 
Total:   $29,090.00 

Children's Choir soars!   
A few years ago, when Covid reared its 
ugly head, we had to pause our Children's 
Choir. This school year, after several      
requests to re-start the choir, we orga-
nized in January and began rehearsing 
once a week after school. We had no idea 
what to expect...but we soon discovered 
they are truly amazing...not only great 
singers, but super enthusiastic and very 
confident. Several are training to become 
student cantors.  Such a joy to work with! 
 
In case you haven't had the pleasure to 
experience their singing, we will sing at 
the 4:45 pm family Masses at St. Joseph 
on April 4, May 4, and May 11. And for the 
folks at the St. Francis Xavier location, the 
kids will sing at the 5:00 pm Mass on April 
26. We invite you to come and worship 
with this special group of kids. We are so 
proud of them.   
 
John &  
Margaret. 
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At the Easter Vigil we will welcome our OCIA participants into the Catholic Church. We invite you to meet them,  
and ask that you keep them in your prayers during their final weeks of preparation. 

 
Jack Shydowski: Jack will receive the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
I'm a Junior at New Trier and live in Northfield. I would have been confirmed in 2020, but couldn't  
take classes in Chicago because of COVID, so I look forward to being confirmed with our group next 
month.  
 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Shydlowski:  Elizabeth will receive the sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
I'm a philanthropy and community engagement consultant. I moved to Northfield last fall. Although 
I’m a lifelong Catholic, I was never confirmed as a teenager, so it’s meaningful to be confirmed with 
my son.  
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On Saturday, April 26, and on Sunday, April 27, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier 
Conference, will hold a Clothing and Household Items Donation Drive in the St. Joseph Church parking lot, 1747 Lake 
Avenue, Wilmette.   
 

Donation Drive hours are: Saturday, April 26 from 10 am – 2 pm and Sunday, April 27 from 1 – 3 pm 
 

Drivers can pull into the lot from Lake Avenue and our volunteers will take the donations and put them into trucks. 
 

Please bring bags or boxes of clothing and household goods such as pots and pans, plates, glasses, silverware and small 
appliances like toasters and blenders. (Sorry, we will not be able to accept furniture at this event.) 
 

Please help us to help others!  Donate to our April 26-27 Donation Drive and consider joining our team to staff our call 
line, create sack meals for those without enough to eat, and assist people struggling to care for themselves and their 
families. Contact me at svdp@saintsjfx.org to learn more, including volunteering at the upcoming Donation Drive. 
 

Peace, 
Jack O’Malley 
President 
St. Vincent de Paul, Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Conference 

mailto:svdp@saintsjfx.org
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WINES - LIQUORS - BEERS

TONI’S
Open Every Day

4033 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 
Phone # 847-673-0045

RIDGEVIEW 
GRILL

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Casual dining right in your neighborhood

847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.com

Accepting NewPatients

1775 Glenview Road,
Suite 107, Glenview, IL

Dr. Alexander
Quezada

WE CAN DO IT.
Custom Professional Plumbing Services™ since 1949:
Lic#  058-118696

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
811 Ridge Rd., Wilmette • 847.251.2695

            • Bathrooms
            • Kitchens

• New Construction
• Laundry Rooms
• Sewage & Water Lines

• Remodeling
• Heating & A/C

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well

Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

• Prime Beef • Poultry 
• Lamb • Veal 

1165 Wilmette Ave., Wilmette 
(847)-446-6261 or 256-0070  

Joe Spera

MARKET

	 *Free Pickup 	 *Accept all Major 
	 and Delivery 	 Credit Cards 

  
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner” 

Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner 
fzuberi@mylapels.com 

(847) 251-2433 • mylapels.com/wilmette 
819 Ridge Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

A person you know. A policy you understand.
If you want personal service and understanding with your insurance,  
I’m your good neighbor. Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

Todd Markman Ins Agency Inc
809 Ridge Road • Wilmette, IL 60091-2489

Bus: 847-256-8633

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® State Farm Bloomington , IL

WALTER KEEFE & SONS
Gen’l Contractors 

Designers • Builders 
Kitchens • Baths • Additions • Remodeling

WILMETTE	 847-256-0156

Lambrecht’s 
Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette 

847-251-3284   

Member American Gem Society 
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 1978

Est’d  1892

L. Marshall Roofing 
and Sheet Metal, Inc.

2100 Lehigh Ave. • Glenview, IL 60026
(847)724-5400

FAX (847)724-7306    www.lmarshallroofing.com
“Serving the Archdiocese of Chicago Since 1913.”

Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs

847 441-6900
1653 Winnetka Avenue • Northfield

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

North Shore C  
and C 

Driving LLC
 

BRAD CARLSON 
Driver’s Education Instructor

(224) 563-8193 
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

“Safety First”

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

Love Your Floors and Home for Life.

Wilmette Showroom | 847-251-1200

Lake Forest Showroom| 847-295-3737

kashianbros.com
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Heating + Air
Conditioning

90 Years on the North Shore

Repairs & Service
on all Makes & Models

847-251-1247
736 12th Street • Wilmette

SWEET’SSWEET’S

332 Linden Ave. • Across from the Linden “L”

847-251-1234
SERVING THE NORTH SHORE SINCE 1916

BRATSCHI PLUMBING 
A Family Business Providing Complete 

Plumbing Service Since 1937 
 Lic.# PL13352 

    847-446-1421    801 Oak St., Winnetka 
www.bratschiinc.com

Wilmette Bicycle & Sport Shop, Inc.
NORTH SHORE’S SPORTS HEADQUARTERS 

Est. 1932

(847) 251-1404 
605 Green Bay Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Julie Laverdiere Beck, DDS • Phil Meehan, DDS

847.998.9992
2614 Patriot Blvd Suite B  •  Glenview, IL 60026

www.glenoralsurgery.com

NashTeam@Jamesonsir.com 

3 1 2 . 5 0 5 . 1 9 5 9

N A S H  T E A M

Ted Nash John Nash

Aaron Glick, Parish I grew up in
(847) 915-6888

info@reliablemovers.net

ILCC # 235027

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Locally-owned Hardware Store

847 251-3060
1219 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette

www.johnmillenhardware.com

washfairies.com

hello@washfairies.com

(224) 302-6772

CLEAN CLOTHES 
 DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

(847) 863-2656 • www.carebylivewell.com
SENIOR CARE

SENIOR CARE SPECIALIST
♥ We Specialize in Live-In Care  

(Round the clock care day & night)  
♥ Companionship Care Hourly  

♥ Respite, Palliative & Hospice Care
livewellhomesolutions@gmail.com 

FOUNDED 1975 • VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED
TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS

847-328-2354


