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Dear Friends, 
 
 To the Greeks at Corinth, and to the Americans in 
Wilmette, Saint Paul exclaims, “We implore you, on behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  Saint Paul extols the   
importance of the ministry of reconciliation given to the 
apostles, and, by virtue of our connection to them, to us.  I 
often go back to the Second Eucharistic Prayer for Masses 
of Reconciliation. “For though the human race is divided 
by dissension and discord, yet we know that by testing us, 
you change our hearts to prepare them for reconciliation. 
Even more, by your Spirit you move human hearts that  
enemies may speak to each other again, adversaries may 
join hands, and peoples seek to meet together.” 
 
Are we allowing God to change our hearts this Lent? Does 
God's Spirit test us and prepare us for reconciliation? Pope 
Francis reminds, us in The Joy of the Gospel, of God’s 
never-ending mercy. “Whenever we take a step towards 
Jesus, we come to realize that he is already there, waiting 
for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: 
‘Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a thousand ways I 
have shunned your love, yet here I am once more, to renew 
my covenant with you. I need you. Save me once again, 
Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace’. 
How good it feels to come back to him whenever we are 
lost! Let me say this once more: God never tires of         
forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. 
Christ, who told us to forgive one another “seventy times 
seven” (Mt 18:22) has given us his example: he has       
forgiven us seventy times seven. Time and time again he 
bears us on his shoulders. No one can strip us of the      
dignity bestowed upon us by this boundless and unfailing 
love.”   
 
During the days after his recent release after a lengthy    
hospital stay, I reread the words of a younger Pope Francis, 
written over a dozen years ago, and am struck by his      
reliance, then and now, on the boundless and unfailing love 
of God. He reminds us by the way he lives his life, to trust 
in God’s mercy and bring that mercy into a world that 
longs for peace. Over the past five weeks, I followed the 
proceedings, watched the updates, and read the daily health 
reports from the Vatican Press Office.  I also observed the 
messages given in the Pope’s prepared Angelus remarks.  
When he referred to his own health situation, he always 
spoke honestly and with a great deal of gratitude for those 
caring for him in Gemelli Hospital. When he remarked on 
what was happening in the world, our Holy Father strongly 
called for peace and reconciliation. Last Sunday, he boldly 
said, “I call for an immediate halt to the weapons; and for 
the courage to resume dialogue, so that all hostages may be 
released and a final ceasefire reached.” Changing hearts.  

 
 
Meeting together. Forgiveness 
and peace. The message of Lent 
made manifest in the humble   
gratitude and strength of Pope 
Francis. 
 
Reconciliation happens when, in 
humility, we admit our faults, our 
errors in judgment, our bad      
decisions and actions. Perhaps it 
was the prodigal son’s empty stomach that triggered the 
decision to return home. I have an image in my head of the 
prodigal rehearsing that line, “Father I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired 
workers.” Distracted and practicing his lines, the younger 
son didn't even notice what was going on in the house. 
 
“While he was still a long way off...” Almost every time I 
read those words, my eyes well up. That is the tireless, 
boundless, and unfailing love the Pope speaks of so often. 
The father, the relentlessly merciful father, has been     
waiting and watching. God, relentless in God’s love for us, 
waits and watches. First, we need to stop and recognize that 
we are in complete need of God's mercy. Secondly, we 
must humbly and courageously admit our faults and      
failures and seek forgiveness. And when we feel that     
welcome home, that cleansing of our sin, we can be       
emboldened to bring mercy, peace, and love to those close 
to us - and to our world. Nothing does that for the sinner 
like the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I know that fist hand. 
Think about availing yourself to the Sacrament of         
Reconciliation this Lent. I know I will. 
 
At the end of his address on the 16th of March, Pope     
Francis ended with this, “May the Virgin Mary keep you 
and help you to be, like Her, bearers of Christ’s light and 
peace.” That’s my prayer for all of us this Lent. 
 
Peace, 

  

 

PS Speaking of mercy and reconciliation...Our Parish    
Reconciliation Service is Monday April 7th at 7:00pm at 
St. Joseph Church. Join us for an hour of quiet Eucharistic 
adoration at 6:00pm to prepare. 
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Please pray for the sick and those in need: 

 

Carmen Albino 
Laura B. 
Lorraine Bixler 
Jim Bohlman 
Paul “PJ” DiClementi 

Peter DiClementi Jr  
Sally Griffin 
Sheila Groark 
Rick Hawkinson 
Catherine Horan 

In prayer  
and loving memory of: 

 
 

Ruth Clark 

Please email officessjfx@ssjfx.org  to add or remove a name. 

Monday March 31, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Catherine Rago 
+Joseph Zosky 
(L)TatianaRegonaschi 
 
 
Tuesday April 1, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Marilou DiClementi 
+Dr. Phillip Perkins 
 
9:00 am-10:00am SJ 
Eucharistic Adoration 
 
 

Wednesday April  2, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Hutchins D Kealy 
+John R & Ruth Smith 
(L)Nguyen Family 
(L)Rehbock Family Intentions 
 
4:00 pm SFX Wedding 
Reilly/Drake 
 
 
Thursday April 3, 2025 
6:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+William McClintic 
(L)John Hopkins 
(L)Nguyen Family 
 
 
Friday April 4, 2025 
6:30am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions:  
+Margaret Delaney 
+Kevin Tyrrell 
+Burrell C Williams III 
(L)Nguyen Family 
 
7:00 pm SJ 
Stations of the Cross 

Saturday April 5, 2025 
8:30 am SJ  
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Br Roman Paul Kyle 
   Berceau 
 

9:00-10:00 am Confession 
 
5:00 pm SJ  
Presider: Fr. Mark Henninger 
 

Intentions: 
+Josephina Cannon 
+Carole D Hansen 
+Olivia Sergot 
+Michael Tischler 
 
5:00 pm SFX 
Presider: Fr. Connell 
 

Intentions: 
+Michael Alder 
+Peggy Elliott 
 
 
 

Sunday April 6, 2025 
8:00 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Hendrickson 
 

Intentions: 
+Liliana Suciu 
 
9:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
+Jim Daly 
+Robert McGowan 
+Jean Mulvihill 
+Rosalie Rownd 
+Liliana Suciu 
+Betty Wimberg 
 
10:30 am SJ 
Presider: Fr. Ryan 
 

Intentions: 
+Elizabeth Cox 
+Charles McDonald 
+Dumitru Staniou 
(L)Msgr Dan Mayall 
 
11:30 am SFX 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions:  
+Meyer/Takarchik/ 
   Ruhala Families 
 
4:45 pm SJ 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

Intentions: 
(L)Nguyen Family 
 
7:30 pm SFX ACTION 
Presider: Fr. Watts 
 

+ Deceased / (L) Living      
SFX - St. Francis Xavier 

SJ -St. Joseph 

Masses are livestreamed on 
our YouTube channel.  

 

Search  Saints JFX on 
www.youtube.com 

Marian Harmon 
Tiffany McGivern 
John McGuiness 
James Mendis 
Oliver Mendis 

Marlene Miller 
Eden McKenna 
Pam O’Reilly 
Patti Rafanello 
Colleen Reese 
Carla Zaramella 
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Saints JFX Ministry of Care 

 

Experienced Ministers of Care are  
available to bring communion  

to our parish sick and homebound, 
those in senior facilities, and  

Evanston Hospital. 
 

 
If you or a family member would like to schedule a 

visit, please  contact the MOC Care line at  
(847) 256-2273 (CARE) or email  

mbirmingham@ssjfx.org 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE ARE IN EVANSTON HOSPITAL  
 
Please call our Care Line at 847-256-2273 if you would  
like a visit from a Minister of Care.  The hospital no longer 
provides a list of Catholics to visit. Our ministers go on  
Sundays and MWF to visit, pray with, and bring Holy  
Communion to all who request it.   
 
Please leave the patient’s name and hospital room number 
on the Care Line voicemail, along with your name,  
relationship, and phone number; or email this information to 
MaryClare Birmingham at mbirmingham@ssjfx.org.  We will 
call or email you to confirm the request.   

Sacraments at Saints JFX 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Request form can be found on our parish website: 
ssjfx.org/baptism.html 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 9:00 am-10:00 am at St. Joseph Church 
or by appointment. Please call 847/256-4250 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Request form can be found on our parish website:  
ssjfx.org/weddings.html 
 
 
 

Parish registration forms can be found on  
ssjfx.org/join-our-parish.html 

Pray the Rosary 

 

Please join us to pray the Rosary at 7:30 am daily 
 

To join online: 

https://www.microsoft.com/microsoft-teams/ 

join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 217 167 320 893 

Passcode: PgfzMi 
 

If you prefer to call in:                                                                                                    
872-215-5920 

Phone conference ID: 706 348 841# 

 

 

The Rosary is also prayed at 8:00 am, Monday 

through Saturday at St. Joseph Church, followed 
by 8:30 am Mass. All are welcome. 

 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to 
helping the poor and those who have fallen upon 
difficult times.  If you or someone you know is in 
need of help, please call the parish office at (847) 
256-4250 and ask for the SVDP line.  
 

If you are calling outside of business hours, please 
press 7 to leave a message; we will return your call. 

 
All  inquiries are held in the strictest of confidence.   

Upcoming meeting dates: 
 

April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17,  
August 21, September 18, October 16 
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

US Air Force 
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs 

2nd Lt Luke Stenberg 
 

US Army 
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer 

Cpt Christopher Cannon 
Cpt Ryan Cannon 

PFC Richard Carlson 
Sgt Harrison Daniels 

Maj Jason Harlan 
Pvt Ryan Higgins 

Erik Larson (Army Reserve) 
Sgt Zach Mally 

Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo 
Sgt David Lore Mayo 

SGT Seth Miller 
Col Kelly Quinn 

Lt Col Anita Scattone 
Lt Ryan Slattery 

PFC Asher Walsh 
Lt John Williams 

 

US Marine Corps 
Pvt Stuart Corboy III 
Sgt Joseph Devroy 
Cpt Peter Dulaney 

Sgt Brandon Galgay 
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn 

Cpt Brad Gustafson 
Ssgt Walter Ramirez 
Cpt William Smith 

Cpl Trevor J. Talbot 
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams 

 

US Navy 
Cmdr Kevin Carlson 

Lt Matthew Mah 
PO2 Kevin Morrison 

Cornelius Robert Murphy 
LTJG Hugh Rider 

Lt Cmdr Tom Smith 
John David Tobin 

Shane Zeman 
 

US National Guard 
Liam Gobeyn 

Sgt Steven Tetzlaff 
Sgt Jackson Knott 

Lt Col Grant Swinger 
 

If you would like to add or remove a name,  
please contact us at officessjfx@ssjfx.org. 

 

Readings for the week of March 30, 2025  
 
Sunday:  Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 (9a)/2 Cor 
  5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32  Scrutiny: 1 Sm 
  16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/
  Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-
  38 
 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 
  13b/Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 
  5:17-30 
 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5: 
  31-47 
 

Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 
  23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/Jn 7: 
  40-53 
 

Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/Phil 
3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 
130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7)/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 
11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 

 All are invited to join the First Saturday Devotions group after 
the 8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph on the first Saturday of each 
month. The group will meet next on April 5, 
2025. 
 
We pray the rosary along with devotions in 
reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary; 
prayer guides will be available at the church.  

Please join us  
for Stations of the Cross 

on Friday evenings during Lent  
at St. Joseph Church. 

 

Stations begin at 7:00pm on the  
following dates: March 28,  

 April 4 and April 11.  

Wedding Banns 
 

Megan Drake and Brendan Reilly 
Bann III 
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Saints JFX One Plan 
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  Stewardship Report 
 

   
 

       
    Thank you for your generosity. 

If you are able, please consider contributing via PushPay  

 
Sunday Collection 

 
Haiti Sharing Parish 

St. Thomas of  
Canterbury School 

Archdiocese Special 
Collection-March 

Central/Eastern Europe 
 

March 23, 2025 
 

Collected at Church: 
 

Envelopes: $  4,892.00 
 

Loose Cash: $  1,852.00 
 
Electronic 
Contributions: $21,880.00 

 
Total:   $28,624.00 

Saints JFX Men’s Club will meet 
on Wednesday April 9, 2025.   

Details to follow.  
 

All men of the parish  
are welcome to attend.  

 
 

For more information about the Men’s Club,  
please contact ssjfxmensclub@gmail.com. 
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At the Easter Vigil we will welcome our OCIA participants into the Catholic Church. We invite you to meet them,  
and ask that you keep them in your prayers during their final weeks of preparation. 

 
Ross Dickerman will receive the sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation.  

Hi, I’m Ross Dickerman! I was born in Madison, WI, in 1992 and grew up in Blacksburg, VA. I’ve been living  
in the Chicago area for a little more than three years now. Growing in faith and joining the Catholic commu-
nity has been an important journey for me, and I’m excited to continue it as I receive First Communion and 
Confirmation through OCIA. 
 
 
 
Reebie Ryan will receive the sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation.  
 

My name is Reebie Ryan and I have lived in Evanston since 1989. I grew up in Geneva, Illinois, attended the 
University of Illinois in Champaign, and after graduation, moved to Glenview. I was married at OLPH, later 
moving to Lincoln Park, and then settled in Evanston where I attended St A’s and where my three children 
went to school.  I currently work as an  Assistant Controller at a law firm in Chicago. 
 

I am finally attending OCIA class to become a “real” Catholic and receive the sacrament of Holy Communion as I seek to 
become closer to God. The class has been a wonderful learning experience about Gods unconditional love for us all and I 
am so inspired by the kind people I have met on this journey. 
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On Saturday, April 26, and on Sunday, April 27, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier 
Conference, will hold a Clothing and Household Items Donation Drive in the St. Joseph Church parking lot, 1747 Lake 
Avenue, Wilmette.   
 

Donation Drive hours are: Saturday, April 26 from 10 am – 2 pm and Sunday, April 27 from 1 – 3 pm 
 

Drivers can pull into the lot from Lake Avenue and our volunteers will take the donations and put them into trucks. 
 

Please bring bags or boxes of clothing and household goods such as pots and pans, plates, glasses, silverware and small 
appliances like toasters and blenders. (Sorry, we will not be able to accept furniture at this event.) 
 

Please help us to help others!  Donate to our April 26-27 Donation Drive and consider joining our team to staff our call 
line, create sack meals for those without enough to eat, and assist people struggling to care for themselves and their 
families. Contact me at svdp@saintsjfx.org to learn more, including volunteering at the upcoming Donation Drive. 
 

Peace, 
Jack O’Malley 
President 
St. Vincent de Paul, Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Conference 

mailto:svdp@saintsjfx.org
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WINES - LIQUORS - BEERS

TONI’S
Open Every Day

4033 Old Orchard Rd., Skokie 
Phone # 847-673-0045

RIDGEVIEW 
GRILL

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Casual dining right in your neighborhood

847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.com

Accepting NewPatients

1775 Glenview Road,
Suite 107, Glenview, IL

Dr. Alexander
Quezada

WE CAN DO IT.
Custom Professional Plumbing Services™ since 1949:
Lic#  058-118696

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
811 Ridge Rd., Wilmette • 847.251.2695

            • Bathrooms
            • Kitchens

• New Construction
• Laundry Rooms
• Sewage & Water Lines

• Remodeling
• Heating & A/C

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well

Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

• Prime Beef • Poultry 
• Lamb • Veal 

1165 Wilmette Ave., Wilmette 
(847)-446-6261 or 256-0070  

Joe Spera

MARKET

	 *Free Pickup 	 *Accept all Major 
	 and Delivery 	 Credit Cards 

  
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner” 

Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner 
fzuberi@mylapels.com 

(847) 251-2433 • mylapels.com/wilmette 
819 Ridge Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

A person you know. A policy you understand.
If you want personal service and understanding with your insurance,  
I’m your good neighbor. Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

Todd Markman Ins Agency Inc
809 Ridge Road • Wilmette, IL 60091-2489

Bus: 847-256-8633

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® State Farm Bloomington , IL

WALTER KEEFE & SONS
Gen’l Contractors 

Designers • Builders 
Kitchens • Baths • Additions • Remodeling

WILMETTE	 847-256-0156

Lambrecht’s 
Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette 

847-251-3284   

Member American Gem Society 
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 1978

Est’d  1892

L. Marshall Roofing 
and Sheet Metal, Inc.

2100 Lehigh Ave. • Glenview, IL 60026
(847)724-5400

FAX (847)724-7306    www.lmarshallroofing.com
“Serving the Archdiocese of Chicago Since 1913.”

Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs

847 441-6900
1653 Winnetka Avenue • Northfield

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

North Shore C  
and C 

Driving LLC
 

BRAD CARLSON 
Driver’s Education Instructor

(224) 563-8193 
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

“Safety First”

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

Love Your Floors and Home for Life.

Wilmette Showroom | 847-251-1200

Lake Forest Showroom| 847-295-3737

kashianbros.com
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Heating + Air
Conditioning

90 Years on the North Shore

Repairs & Service
on all Makes & Models

847-251-1247
736 12th Street • Wilmette

SWEET’SSWEET’S

332 Linden Ave. • Across from the Linden “L”

847-251-1234
SERVING THE NORTH SHORE SINCE 1916

BRATSCHI PLUMBING 
A Family Business Providing Complete 

Plumbing Service Since 1937 
 Lic.# PL13352 

    847-446-1421    801 Oak St., Winnetka 
www.bratschiinc.com

Wilmette Bicycle & Sport Shop, Inc.
NORTH SHORE’S SPORTS HEADQUARTERS 

Est. 1932

(847) 251-1404 
605 Green Bay Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Julie Laverdiere Beck, DDS • Phil Meehan, DDS

847.998.9992
2614 Patriot Blvd Suite B  •  Glenview, IL 60026

www.glenoralsurgery.com

NashTeam@Jamesonsir.com 

3 1 2 . 5 0 5 . 1 9 5 9

N A S H  T E A M

Ted Nash John Nash

Aaron Glick, Parish I grew up in
(847) 915-6888

info@reliablemovers.net

ILCC # 235027

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Locally-owned Hardware Store

847 251-3060
1219 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette

www.johnmillenhardware.com

washfairies.com

hello@washfairies.com

(224) 302-6772

CLEAN CLOTHES 
 DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

(847) 863-2656 • www.carebylivewell.com
SENIOR CARE

SENIOR CARE SPECIALIST
♥ We Specialize in Live-In Care  

(Round the clock care day & night)  
♥ Companionship Care Hourly  

♥ Respite, Palliative & Hospice Care
livewellhomesolutions@gmail.com 

FOUNDED 1975 • VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED
TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS

847-328-2354


