Our Mission:

Saints Joseph and

Francis Xavier
Parish

M SUNDAY OF LENT - -

March 1, 2026



Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish
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Wayne’s World 3

Dear Friends,

The psalmist has good advice for us. He reminds
us of the great power of God and invites us to sing with
him, “Lord, let your mercy be upon us as we place our trust
in you.” When we place our trust in the Lord, even in times
of personal, national, or international difficulties, the Lord
will not disappoint. The mercy of God conquers the sin
and sorrow of this world. That’s what we celebrate this
Lent — God’s mercy, God’s power, and Christ’s triumph
over sin and death. Too often, though, we put our trust, not
in God, but in passing things, in things and people that do
disappoint. During Lent we renew our minds and hearts;
we realign ourselves with God, and we hope for victory.
When we place our trust in God, the chances of doing that
increase.

In the Gospel today, three lines, from three different speak-

ers, stick out for me as I make our Lenten journey.

o Lorditis good that we are here

o This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.

e Rise and do not be afraid

We join Jesus, along with Peter, James and John on Tabor,
the Mountain of the Transfiguration. As we are beginning
our Lenten discipline, we can echo Peter’s words to Jesus,
“It is good for us to be here!” Indeed, it is good for us to
be here — literally and figuratively. It L §bod for us to be
here, at Mass today, listening to the Scriptures and receiv-
ing the Sacred Body and Blood of the Lord. It is good to
do those things. Our Church teaches that celebrating Holy
Eucharist, especially on Sunday, is the most important
thing a Catholic can do. Each Mass can be a mini-
transfiguration moment. Pope Benedict XVI described the
scene mentioned in today’s Gospel, and other intense
experiences of the presence of God, as “a momentary
foretaste of what will be the happiness of Paradise.”

The Transfiguration experience permitted the disciples to
get a glimpse of the happiness of Heaven before they
descended the hill to continue the road to Calvary. So, for
so many reasons, it was good for them to be there. During
Lent we walk with Jesus toward the Cross, with a keen
awareness of the promise that Cross offers us.

On this second Sunday of Lent, we get the same glimpse
the disciples did, to strengthen us in our Lenten resolve.
On Mount Tabor, the disciples heard a voice from Heaven

that reminded them of whom they
were joining, and what they were
supposed to do. “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased.
Listen to him.” Certainly, experienc-
ing the vision of the Transfiguration =
and the celestial voice brought great
joy and struck the disciples with awe.
Amid the awe and joy, they were reminded that they too
had a role to play. They were told to listen to the beloved
Son. In today’s world with lots of noise, literal and
figurative, Lent gives us the time to enter the quiet and
allow the voice of the beloved to pierce our hearts.

The first words spoken to them by Jesus, “Rise and do not
be afraid,” instruct not just the disciples, but also all of us.
We must listen, then rise and fearlessly commit to doing
the will of God. We can do this if we follow the psalmist’s
lead and put our trust in God. Let’s listen, and let’s fear-
lessly act, relying on God’s mercy and putting our trust in
Him.

From the Pastor § Desk «

Once again, we sent out The Disciple Maker Index (DMI)
Parish Survey to your inbox (maybe more than once). The
DMI is like the survey we completed three years ago. We
listened to what you said then and we will listen again and
continue to grow to respond to the needs of you, our stake-
holders, and fellow disciples. I strongly encourage every-
one to complete the survey (by the end of this month). It
takes less than 10 minutes to complete. Our last survey pro-
duced great results. This year’s DMI promises to do the
same. You can scan the QR code below to participate.

Next Saturday, 100 students from our parish school and the
Family of Faith Program and their families will celebrate
the Sacrament of Confirmation. I am grateful to all who
have helped prepare these wonderful young women and
men for the Sacrament: Dana McKenna, Christine Elliot,
James Cahill, Collen Larkin, Tim Flanagan and Mary Anne
O’Keefe.

Peace,
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Weekly Mass Schedule 4
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Parish Life

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE

Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer

I( Clu Alpo

%o O

US Air Force
Cpt William Donovan
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg

US Army

Cpt Christopher Cannon
Cpt Ryan Cannon
PFC Richard Carlson
Sgt Harrison Daniels
Maj Jason Harlan
Pvt Ryan Higgins
Erik Larson (Army Reserve)
Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo
Sgt David Lore Mayo
SGT Seth Miller
Col Kelly Quinn
Lt Ryan Slattery
Lt Col Shawn Swarz
PFC Asher Walsh
Lt John Williams

US Marine Corps
Pvt Stuart Corboy IlI

Sgt Joseph Devroy
Cpt Peter Dulaney
Sgt Brandon Galgay
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn
Cpt Brad Gustafson
Ssgt Walter Ramirez
Maj William Smith
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams

US Navy
Cmdr Kevin Carlson

Lt Matthew Mah
PO2 Kevin Morrison
Cornelius Robert Murphy
LTJG Hugh Rider
Cmdr Tom Smith
ENS John David Tobin
Shane Zeman

US National Guard
Liam Gobeyn
Sgt Steven Tetzlaff
Sgt Jackson Knott
Lt Col Grant Swinger
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Parish Life 6
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Parish Life 7
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Eucharistic Adoration and
Reconciliation at Saints JFX Parish!

Monday, 6:30 p.m. in Saint Joseph
Church, 1747 Lake Ave,

March 2, 2026 Wilmette, IL 60091

Please join us for an evening of Eucharistic Adoration
& Reconciliation! We will have Reconciliation
available until approximately 8:30 p.m.

*Please note, you are welcome to come and participaie
in both Adoration and Reconciliation after we start at
6:30 p.m.




Parish Life

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GANTERBURY

GHALLENGE
CRUSADE -

LENT 2026

HOW CAN YOU DONATE?

THE CHALLENGE BEGINS oHElI0

Lent and The Canterbury Challenge Crusade

begin! This year the Class of 2026 has amazing E
high school admission and scholarship resullts.

More than the dollar for dollar match, your

contributions will exponentially multiply in the

lives and the futures of these graduates who PayPal thomas@stmary-stthomas.org
now have unlimited potential in these two

prestigious Jesuit High Schools, Loyola Please make checks payable to:
Academy (12) and St. Ignatius (11). St. Thomas of Canterbury

CHANGE A LIFE!
JOIN THE CRUSADE!

Donations of any size will be matched, $5.00
becomes $10.00, $50.00 becomes $100.00!
Please consider a donation during the 2026
season of Lent.

Donations can be made via check or through
PayPal Address: 5525 N. Magnolia Ave.

Chicago, IL 60640

YOUR SUPPORT STRENGTHENS OUR MISSION TO NURTURE FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE.
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Explore

NOTRIE DAMIE

C ONERmENE. G E

7th Grade Shadow Days

March 10
March 13
March 17
March 20
March 24
March 27

April 14
April 21
April 24
April 28

PERSSE.P

7th Grade Private Family Tours

March 11
4:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

March 28 April 4

9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

6th+7th Grade Discover ND Night

Date: April 28
Time: 5:30 p.m.

« Academic Tracks and School Day Schedule

« Getting Involved: Clubs, Fine Arts, Extracurriculars
« Athletics and Parent Perspective

« Admissions Process and Timeline

« Student Q & A Panel (Hear about their ND experience!)

SPRING

Join our mailing list!

LUNSHEQN

Skokie Country Club, Glencoe, IL

Guest Speaker:

Mark
Schultz

Platinum-Selling,
Award-Winning Singer
and Songwriter

Invocation:
Fr. Wayne
Watts

Pastor of Saints Joseph
and Francis Xavier
Parish, Wilmette

Scan for
s details &
registration

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO w

&\ e R TR )
é# Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network %3¢

One prayer intention

every month

D DAYS

FORLIFE

February 18th til
March 29th

You can protect mothers and children by
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and
fast for an end to abortion!

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has
inspired 1,000,000+ volunteers!

With God'’s help, here are the proven results in
30 coordinated campaigns:

e Over 25,000 saved babies
* More than 170 closed facilities
* More than 270 converted workers

HELP SAVE LIVES IN CHICAGOLAND!

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life in
our community:

Vigil location: Carafem Abortion Center,
4711 Golf Rd. in Skokie. We meet in the
middle of the block between Skokie Blvd.
& Gross Point Rd. (south side of street).

Vigil days/hours: Every Saturday from 9:30
am — 10:30 am. Starting Feb. 21* through
March 28".

Local contact: Kevin Connolly at 773-981-

2972 kconnolly@usa.com or Claudia
Morse-Karzen at 847-924-9089

cmorsekarzen@gmail.com.

addition, please donate to the follow pro-life groups: Aid for Women at
rww.helpaidforwomen.org, Pro-Life Action League at prolifeaction.org, and
tudents for Life at studentsforlife.org.40daysforlife.com/Chicago




A person ou now A polc ou underst nd

If ou w nt person | servce nd understndn wth our nsur nce,
I'm our ood ne hbor CII, clc orstop b for quote tod

oo StateFarm

Todd Mrmn Ins A enc Inc
809 Rde Rod W Imette, IL 60091-2489
Bus 847-256-8633

L e oodne hbor, Stte Frm s there® stte Frm Bloomn ton, IL

North Shore C

Est'd 1892
- and C
[J Driving LLC
A ] “Safety First”

BRAD CARLSON
Driver's Education Instructor
847 343-6696
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

Lambrecht’s

Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette
847-251-3284

Member American Gem Society
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 197B

N\
WRAYNOR
UDooRr comMPANY
Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs
847 441-6900

1653 Winnetka Avenue  « North eld

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

©

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well
Satis ed Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

*Free Pickup *Accept all Major
and Delivery ' Credit Cards
‘d S

“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner”
Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner
fzuberi@mylapels.com
(847) 251-2433 « mylapels.com/wilmette
819 Ridge Rd. » Wilmette, IL 60091
Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

WALTER KEEFE & SONS
a4

Gen’l Contractors
WILMETTE 847-256-0156

NORTH SHORE
COMMUNITY BANK

& TRUST COMPANY
A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDM edAlert!™ &g

95
Ambulance Police/Fire $1 fmo.
Family/Friends GPS & Fall Alert

CAL|NOW8008089294 md-medalert.com

Accepting New Pat

Kitchens « Baths « Additions « Remodeling
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Brilliant Smiles, 5472/44@ Cmﬁe/,
VM/M'/M/{!/ Created

PH. 847.729.2233
WWW.COLONIALDENTALGROUP.COM

RIDGEVIEW
GRILL
Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Din
Casual dining right in your ne
847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgatim

miss our
‘ atin!

Get this bulletin delivered
straight to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

WE CAN DO IT.

Custom Professional Plumbing Services ™ since 1949:

Lic# 058-118696

+ Bathrooms + New Construction +» Remodeling
« Kitchens + Laundry Rooms * Heating &A/C
+ Sewage & Water Lines

] KERRIGAN

PLUMIBING CO.

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

CatholicMatch.com/

FUSI ON

é’
BREAKFAST & BRUNCH BISTRO

Fresh Local Welcoming
Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
Gluten-Free & Vegan Options

1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette
www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com

(800) 950-9952 x2683

IL

Support Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®aints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmet@s, 40763



