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Dear Saints JFX Family,

As you may know, my name is Noreen Russo, and I serve
as the manager of ACTION, our high school youth ministry
here at the parish.

Over the past year and a half, my day job has given me the
opportunity to visit many different parishes throughout the
Archdiocese of Chicago in Arlington Heights, Park Ridge,
Forest Park, Niles, Tinley Park, Oak Forest, and more. I’ve
enjoyed getting to know these communities and seeing the
many ways people come together through ministry, service,
and prayer.

Still, I have yet to see anything quite like ACTION.
ACTION, along with experiences like our Lourdes Pilgrim-
age, bring light, faith, hope, and joy into my life and into
the lives of so many young people. The friendships formed
there, and the faith shared stay with people for a lifetime.
One of the greatest gifts of my role is watching our teens
grow, not just as leaders, but as people of faith.

Today’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus is the light of the
world, and sometimes that light reaches us through the
people beside us. I could tell many stories about our
ACTION students, but one moment recently stood out.

A few weeks ago, an eighth grader needed to attend a
retreat in order to receive the sacrament of Confirmation,
and [ was asked if I could help make that happen. I reached
out to one of our ACTION student leaders, Tyler, and he
gladly agreed to help.

We met with the young boy before an Adoration and
Reconciliation service so that attending together could be
part of his retreat experience. Right away, the conversation
between Tyler and the eighth grader was impressive. It
wasn’t forced or scripted, just two young people talking
honestly about faith, life, and growing closer to God.

When it was time for confession, the eighth grader got up
and almost ran to the confessional. He didn’t hesitate. Tyler
and I watched him, and it struck both of us.

I turned to Tyler and admitted something I hadn’t planned
to say, I was nervous to go to confession because it had
been some time since I had gone myself. Tyler told me how
good he had felt after going during our Lourdes Pilgrimage
and how much peace it brought him.

A little while later, the eighth grader
returned and gave us a big thumbs up.

In that moment, those two young men, j,
an eighth grader and a high school
student, gave me the courage I needed.
They inspired me to get up and go to

confession t0o.

I have many sins, but the priest chose to focus on gratitude,
gratitude for the young men who inspired me to receive the
sacrament of Reconciliation that night after some time
away. He didn’t scold me or give me a long list of prayers
to say. Instead, he told me to thank God and the Holy Spirit
that I was there that night. He said to thank God for those
boys who helped me see the light.

That moment reminded me of today’s Gospel story of Jesus
healing the man born blind. When questioned about what
happened, the man simply says, “I was blind, and now I
see.”

In a small way, that night I experienced something similar.
Sometimes we become a little spiritually blind without
realizing it. We get busy, we hesitate, and we forget how
close God really is.

And sometimes the people who help us see again are not
the ones we expect.

That night, it was two young people whose faith and
courage helped me see more clearly.

Every Sunday night at ACTION, I see moments like this,
young people encouraging one another and growing in faith
together. And sometimes, without even realizing it, they
help the rest of us see a little more clearly too.

Love,
Noreen May Russo

ACTION, Manager
nrusso@ssjfx.org
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US Air Force
Cpt William Donovan
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg

US Army

Cpt Christopher Cannon
Cpt Ryan Cannon
PFC Richard Carlson
Sgt Harrison Daniels
Pvt Ryan Higgins
Erik Larson (Army Reserve)
Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo
Sgt David Lore Mayo
SGT Seth Miller
Col Kelly Quinn
Lt Ryan Slattery
Lt Col Shawn Swarz
PFC Asher Walsh
Lt John Williams

US Marine Corps
Pvt Stuart Corboy IlI

Sgt Joseph Devroy
Cpt Peter Dulaney
Sgt Brandon Galgay
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn
Cpt Brad Gustafson
Ssgt Walter Ramirez
Maj William Smith
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams

US Navy
Cmdr Kevin Carlson

Lt Matthew Mah
PO2 Kevin Morrison
Cornelius Robert Murphy
LTJG Hugh Rider
Cmdr Tom Smith
ENS John David Tobin
Shane Zeman

US National Guard
Liam Gobeyn
Sgt Steven Tetzlaff
Sgt Jackson Knott
Lt Col Grant Swinger
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE

Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer
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e ¢ CATHOLIC ==
“ SALENIDN 2026 Lenten Almsgiving

Building Faith | Inspiring Hope | Igniting Change

This Lenten season, the Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier parish community is partnering with Catholic
Extension Society to support Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Camden, Mississippi, so they can continue
feeding the hungry and nourishing souls.
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St. Vincent de Paul '
ClothinB and Household Items
onation Drive!

Saturday, March 14, 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday, March 15, 1 - 3 pm
St. Joseph Church S ,
Park]ng Lot S5X«l” $IAM A X-b-zE -« AJ° 6 z]°

1747 Lake Ave., Wilmette 513N anU;5
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- « A'U
Fincis Xae: Parish
STUDENTS OF THE PARISH IN GRADES 4TH - 8TH ARE
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN:
Mw\? aliong o Nﬁ/{% &»:»gg
"" 00% r TIXJ X 1= « O X 2] «© 0*G S5X« 0- 70J30 E-A3
Students of Saints JFX parish in grodes 4th - 8th are S5IN| B5IT«X " A-A3XE-]3z]% ub7-<7
invited to participate in Living Stations of the Cross on -ul f pIX “XN-«T TJE -7 oIX o_Aa«\]aX«ow

Good Friday, April 3rd at 7:00PM at St. Joseph Church. [XJT 00X 83 NJ« 2XZ —« , I I(EJ« O—cc

There will be two practices to prepare for Living Stations: ;-0 0T3°- NJON] ©]X "0J3%° -z °| X 5J33N|
Tuesday, March 3lst at 7:00PM - 8PM in SIC B5JT«X " INA-«f $-2X —«X N=2X JH >X|5JE
and Friday, April 3rd at 1:00AM - Noon in SIC JeT XeaE JoX 0_ /B¢ JAX«O |3 °- -] X3

Participants will return at 6:00PM on April 3rd to get

ready for the 7:00PM Living Stations. *__T J«T T3 «} C § MX ©3-F TXTI A X3X C #
Please contact Dana McKenna at dmckennaessjfx.org or P = MX 3 °- X3 O-A3 X« ‘]«-_I_— _OI’Xs,ZJaX,
call 847-251-3734 for more information. —Z NJJ«NX 3Z-3 X«OX30] «3X«® °A3°-"X"9 -3

O] ="X «X3X"OXTI A|X ZA« MXZ «” J° GAA °=
ANIXO™ J3X 200 J«T N« MX °ASN]J”XT ME
"N« «z O] X => N-TX MX§-C

Please sign up using the QR code

hltps://www.signupgemusAcom/g0/9040D4AA9A728AAFDO-6249257 1-living




Parish Life 9

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GANTERBURY

GHALLENGE
CRUSADE

LENT 2026

CANTERBURY CHALLENGE |Iikiatidcaiiiatsially
CRUSADE CONTINUES oREIO)

The Olympic Torch Bearers remind us that strength
and skill pass on from generation to generation. The E
great success of the Class of 26 Twenty-three of the

twenty-seven students have been at St. Thomas

since preschool or kindergarten. We are advised in

Mt. 7 to build our “foundation on rock”. Our early PayPal

childhood program is that solid rock. thomas@stmary-stthomas.org
Early childhood programs are at risk due to the severe .
cut {)acks and eﬁmiﬁation of several government Please make checks payable ta:
programs that our parents rely on for help. We St. Thomas of Canterbury
already had to close one preschool room this Catholic School
year.The long term consequences of these fiscal

decisions will be harmful. “ All | needed to know |

learned in kindergarten” is true. This crusade will help
us continue to build scholars on a firm foundation!

Donations of any size will be matched, $5.00
becomes $10.00, $50.00 becomes $100.00!

Please consider a donation during the 2026 season of
Lent.

Donations can be made via check or through
PayPal Address: 5525 N. Magnolia Ave.

Chicago, IL 60640

YOUR SUPPORT STRENGTHENS OUR MISSION TO NURTURE FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE.




Parish Life

T

Please join us on
Saturday, April 4th at 10:30am
in Saint Joseph Church
Fill your Easter Basket at home with the foods you will enjoy during

your Easter Sunday meal and bring your basket to church for a
special blessing!
Items to include in your basket:
Ham, sausage, lamb, breads, eggs, chocolate, bitter herbs, butter,
wine, candy or any other delicious treats.

BACH [N
[HI CITY

PASSION

Frid: ay, March 20, 2026 | 7:30 PM

St. Vincent de Paul Church
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For the finale of its in;\ugur;ll season,
Bach in the City will present J. S. Bach’s
St. Mark Passion. This Midwest
premiere of Malcolm Bruno'’s acclaimed
new reconstruction of Bach’s lost
masterpiece will include HC\\‘!)'
u»mpmu{ music for recitatives and

turba choruses l\\ Richard Webster.

/0

Hannah De Priest, soprano

Ryan Bclongic. countertenor
Oliver Camacho, tenor
David McFerrin, bass

Bach in the ( Jity Chorus & pcl'im{-

instrument orchestra conducted by

Richard Webster.




A person you know. A policy you understand.

If you want personal service and understanding with your insurance,
I'm your good neighbor. Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

& S StateFarm

‘%\ Todd Markman Ins Agency Inc
p \

809 Ridge Road - Wilmette, IL 60091-2489
Bus: 847-256-8633

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® state Farm Bloomington, IL

Estd 1892 North Shore C
and C
[J Driving LLC
A ] “Safety First”
BRAD CARLSON
Driver’s Education Instructor
) 847 343-6696
ambrecht’s wigganscon
Jewelers Ny
.g RAYNOR
1131 Central Ave., Wilmette YDOOR COMPANY
847-251-3284 Residential & Commerc:al )
K X Garage Door Installation & Repairs
Member American Gem Society 847 441-6900
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 1978 1653 Winnetka Avenue - Northfield

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

©

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well
Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

*Free Pickup

and Delivery '
‘d S
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner”
Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner
fzuberi @ mylapels.com
(847) 251-2433 » mylapels.com/wilmette
819 Ridge Rd. » Wilmette, IL 60091
Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

*Accept all Major
Credit Cards

WALTER KEEFE & SONS

Gen’l Contractors
Designers ¢ Builders
Kitchens » Baths » Additions « Remodeling = o
WILMETTE 847-256-0156

NORTH SHORE
COMMUNITY BANK

& TRUST COMPANY
A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

e 2

MDM edAlert!™ &g

9%
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire $ 19 imo.
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

"
_’800 808 9294* md-medalert. co' ®

. : l I We're Hiring Ad
Sales Executives
V- « Paid Training

« Full-time with Benefits

Brilliant Smiles, 547!/44@ Cmﬁwf,
Vnﬁ/h':'/nﬂ/{y Created

PH. 847.729.2233
WWW.COLONIALDENTALGROUP.COM

1775 Glenview Road,
Suite 107, Glenview, IL

. RIDGEVIEW
GRILL
Breakfast « Lunch « Dinner
Casual dining right in your neighborhood
847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.com

WE CAN DO IT.

Get this bulletin delivered
straight to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

Custom Professional Plumbing Services™ since 1949:
Lic# 058-118696

* Bathrooms
* Kitchens

* New Construction
* Laundry Rooms
+ Sewage & Water Lines

] KERRIGAN

PLUMIBING CO.

* Remodeling
* Heating & A/C

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

FUSI ON

é’
BREAKFAST & BRUNCH BISTRO

Fresh Local Welcoming
Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
Gluten-Free & Vegan Options

1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette
www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

CatholicMatch.com/IL

R

Support Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmette, IL

01-0763




