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Wayne’s World 3

Dear Friends,

As True man Jesus wept for Lazarus his friend and as
eternal God raised him from the tomb. This line, taken
from the preface for the 5th Sunday of Lent, summarizes
today's Gospel passage. As you know, the church liturgical
Sunday cycle is three years, A, B, and C. The A cycle
Lenten Gospels, where we find ourselves this year, lengthy
and filled with detail, paint a beautiful picture of a God
who loves us fully and completely, and who desires to be in
intimate relationship with us. This Sunday is no exception.
The Church allows a shortening of the Gospel readings
during the A cycle, but I never like to do that. Jesus has a
message for us in those many words of the gospel today.
The one who is true man and true God shows us his power,
mercy, and love, and demonstrates the fruit of relation-
ships.

Martha, Mary and Lazareth enjoyed a true friendship with
Jesus, where direct and honest conversation happened and
where they shared love and mutual concern. We remember
Jesus’ admonition to Martha when she came to him,
complaining that she was doing all the work and her sister
was sitting at the feet of Jesus, hanging out with the men
and listening to the words of Jesus. She had the comfort
and confidence of a true friend, to approach him honestly,
with raw emotion. Jesus used the opportunity to teach her
and us a lesson about not being too busy to listen to the
words of Jesus. We learn from his response to his friend,
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and upset about many
things. Only one thing is required. Mary has chosen the
better portion and shall not be deprived of it.” His words to
her teach us.

Back to today’s story and to today’s Mass...

As True man Jesus wept for Lazarus his friend and as
eternal God raised him from the tomb. Jesus, a fully human
man, one with deep feelings and true friendships, loved
Martha and Mary and Lazarus. So moved by the death of
his dear friend, he wept. As if through his tears and sorrow,
Jesus remembered who he was and why he was sent into
this world. God sent Jesus into the world to reconcile the
world to himself and to bring life and light. Jesus, the Son
of God is “consubstantial” with the Father. Fully God,
Jesus, with divine power and authority called the dead
Lazarus to come out of the tomb. “Untie him, Jesus said,
“And let him go.” His divine power prevailed then and
prevails now.

Our world needs the divine power of Jesus to prevail.
Wars, violence, and polarization create the ties that bind us
down, that prohibit us from freely and truly living as

friends of Jesus. God's divine desire
calls us into intimate friendship with
his Son, whom he sent like one of us
to deliver us from all that binds us,
and all that holds us back from true
freedom. The friendship of Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus gives us great
model. God invites us to talk to Jesus ©
as a friend. Jesus, not just a historical
figure, is a great friend who invites
us, in another gospel passage, when
we are weary, and when we find life burdensome, to come
to him. When we do, we will surely not be disappointed.

All week, as I was praying about these beautiful readings, a
song by an Irish immigrant to Canada, written over 150
years ago kept popping into my head. With thanks to
Joseph Scriven, who wrote this song in 1855, I share the
lyrics of his song, and invite us all to deepen our friendship
with Jesus these remaining days of Lent.

What A Friend We Have In Jesus
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit,

O what needless pain we bear,

all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We
should never be discouraged,

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer!

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

Peace,
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE

US Air Force
Cpt William Donovan
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg

US Army
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer

Cpt Christopher Cannon
Cpt Ryan Cannon
PFC Richard Carlson
Sgt Harrison Daniels
Pvt Ryan Higgins
Erik Larson (Army Reserve)
Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo
Sgt David Lore Mayo
SGT Seth Miller
Col Kelly Quinn
Lt Ryan Slattery
Lt Col Shawn Swarz
PFC Asher Walsh
Lt John Williams

US Marine Corps
Pvt Stuart Corboy llI

Sgt Joseph Devroy
Cpt Peter Dulaney
Sgt Brandon Galgay
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn
Cpt Brad Gustafson
Ssgt Walter Ramirez
Maj William Smith
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams

US Navy
Cmdr Kevin Carlson

Lt Matthew Mah
PO2 Kevin Morrison
Cornelius Robert Murphy
LTJG Hugh Rider
Cmdr Tom Smith
ENS John David Tobin
Shane Zeman

US National Guard
Liam Gobeyn
Sgt Steven Tetzlaff
Sgt Jackson Knott
Lt Col Grant Swinger

If you would like to add or remove a name,
please contact us at officessjfx@ssjfx.org.
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“ il 2026 Lenten Almsgiving
Building Faith | Inspiring Hope | Igniting Change
This Lenten season, the Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier parish community is partnering with Catholic
Extension Society to support Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Camden, Mississippi, so they can continue
feeding the hungry and nourishing souls.
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D S gseph and
j Xavier Parish
A

STUDENTS OF THE PARISH IN GRADES 4TH - 8TH ARE
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN:

ng gﬁﬁg x mﬂ@ Cross

Students of Saints JFX parish in grqdes 4th - 8th are
invited to participate in Living Stations of the Cross on
Good Friday, April 3rd at 7:00PM at St. Joseph Church.

There will be two practices to prepare for Living Stations:
Tuesday, March 3lst at 7:00PM - 8PM in SIC
and Friday, April 3rd at 11:00AM - Noon in SIC

Participants will return at 6:00PM on April 3rd to get
ready for the 7:00PM Living Stations.

Please contact Dana McKenna at dmckennaessjfx.org or
call 847-251-3734 for more information.

Please sign up using the QR code

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4AA9A728 AAFD0-62492571-living

Y T
7)

Join us for the annual

o ﬁ 4 :;:;;fi:'
o i Dt Dy’

Please join us on
Saturday, April 4th at 10:30am
in Saint Joseph Church
Fill your Easter Basket at home with the foods you will enjoy during

-

your Easter Sunday meal and bring your basket to church for a
special blessing!
Items to include in your basket:
Ham, sausage, lamb, breads, eggs, chocolate, bitter herbs, butter,
wine, candy or any other delicious treats.

“TENEBRAE

Wednesday, April Ist | 7:30PM

St. Francis Xavier Church

Saints Joseph and
Francis Xavier Parish
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Parish Life

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CATHOLIC SCHOOL

GANTERBURY
GHALLENGE
CRUSADE

LENT 2026 ¥ e

i

CANTERBURY CHALLENGE |ttt
CRUSADE CONTINUES OHEIO]

The Olympic Torch Bearers remind us that strength
and skill pass on from generation to generation. The E
great success of the Class of 26’ Twenty-three of the

twenty-seven students have been at St. Thomas

since preschool or kindergarten. We are advised in

Mt. 7 to build our “foundation on rock”. Our early PayPal

childhood program is that solid rock. thomas@stmary-stthomas.org
Early childhood programs are at risk due to the severe .
cut Taacks and eIFi)miﬁation of several government Please make checks payable to:
programs that our parents rely on for help. We St. Thomas of Canterbury
already had to close one preschool room this Catholic School
year.The long term consequences of these fiscal

decisions will be harmful. “ Alll needed to know |

learned in kindergarten” is true. This crusade will help

us continue to build scholars on a firm foundation!
Donations of any size will be matched, $5.00
becomes $10.00, $50.00 becomes $100.00!

Please consider a donation during the 2026 season of
Lent.

Donations can be made via check or through
PayPal Address: 5525 N. Magnolia Ave.

Chicago, IL 60640

YOUR SUPPORT STRENGTHENS OUR MISSION TO NURTURE FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE.
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A person ou now A polc ou underst nd Ford 1892
[J
If ou w nt person | servce nd understndn wth our nsur nce, ] |
I'm our ood ne hbor Cll, clc orstop b for quote tod
Lam brecht’s
& <o StateFarm Jewelers
‘@: Todd Mrmn Ins A enc Inc
‘h ' 4\ Z?Z Zjﬁziz-:e;z Imistits, (1L Gooeil-24E) 1131 Central Ave., Wilmette
ﬂ 847-251-3284
Member American Gem Society
L e oodne hbor, Stte Frm s there® stte FrmBloomnton , IL Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 197

= o S5 & " WILMETTE

BRAD CARLSON
Driver's Education Instructor
847 343-6696
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

©

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well
Satis ed Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

F!AYNDFI

UDoOoOR cCOMPANY
Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs
847 441-6900
1653 Winnetka Avenue « North eld

Gen'l Contractors
Designers « Builders

STy

“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner”
Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner
fzuberi@mylapels.com
(847) 251-2433 « mylapels.com/wilmette
819 Ridge Rd. » Wilmette, IL 60091
Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

CatholicMatch.com/ 1L WILMETTE

e *'A”ze;:::@::z; e e e pargermdl [ \WALTER KEEFE & SONS
apels

Kitchens « Baths « Additions « Remodeling

NORTH SHORE
COMMUNITY BANK

& TRUST COMPANY
A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK

Bl

847-256-0156

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert! ™ &+a's

Ambulance Police/Fire $1
Family/Friends GPS & Fall Alert'.'*

Imo.

\
CALL N0800.808.9294: momecsirttons S 2
Q c
. l We're Hiring Ad © ~
Sales Executives

Brilliant Smiles, ﬂrfﬁ./éf Cmﬁe&/,
« Paid Training VM//#':'/M/{}‘ Created
« Full-time with Benefits

PH. 847.729.2233

Accepting New Pa

WWW.COLONIALDENTALGROUP.COM

RIDGEVIEW
GRILL
Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Din
Casual dining right in your ne
847-251-2770

www.ridgeviewgrill.co

WE CAN

Get this bulletin delivered
straight to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

Custom Professional Plumbing Services ™ since 1949:
Lic# 058-118696
+ Bathrooms + New Construction +» Remodeling
« Kitchens + Laundry Rooms * Heating &A/C
+ Sewage & Water Lines

DO IT.

BREAKFAST & BRUNCH BISTRO

Fresh Local Welcoming
Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
Gluten-Free & Vegan Options

1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette
www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

The Power Washing Boys

North Shore’s Premier Power and Window Washing
SERVICES:
POWER WASHING
WINDOW WASHING
HOUSE WASHING
GARAGE FLOOR EPOXY

847-769-8803

Parishioner Owned

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

Support Our Advertisers!

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®aints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmet@s, 40763



