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Dear Friends,

What a great Easter we had last weekend! Almost four
thousand people crossed our thresholds to celebrate the
Resurrection of the Lord. I did my best to offer those
present a warm welcome and an invitation to make Saints
JFX their church home. Many people commented on the
beauty of our liturgies and the sense of belonging they felt
when they were here. To those of you who worked hard to
welcome the visitors, I say thank you. To those who
worked on the art and environment and the music, [ say
thank you. To those who gave of their time to serve and
lector, I say thank you. To those who make Saints JFX the
great parish that is, attracting many with your joy and sense
of community, I say thank you.

As a Roman Catholic Church, we have much to celebrate
today. On this Second Sunday of Easter, we still rejoice
over the Resurrection of the Lord — his victory over sin and
death. This whole week was a grand victory party. There
really is reason to rejoice, sing, and praise the Lord,
because his victory is our victory; his cross and resurrec-
tion is our joy!

In 2000, when Pope John Paul II canonized Sister Faustina,
he declared that the Second Sunday of Easter would be
known as Divine Mercy Sunday. So, we celebrate Divine
Mercy today too. During his homily, John Paul also made
clear that the Image of The Divine Mercy St. Faustina saw,
which is to be venerated on Divine Mercy Sunday,
represents the Risen Christ bringing mercy to the world.
Pope John Paul II said: "Jesus shows His hands and His
side [to the Apostles]. He points, that is, to the wounds of
the Passion, especially the wound in His Heart, the source
from which flows the great wave of mercy poured out on
humanity”.

Ninety-five years ago, Sister Faustina experienced visions
of the Risen Lord. As he appeared to her, he encouraged
her to invite others to trust in his mercy. One night she
heard an “inner voice” that offered her a way of praying for
Divine Mercy, using the beads of her Rosary. It has
become known as the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Many
people find it helpful in their spiritual journey. I share the
formula here.

Begin with the Sign of the Cross, 1 Our Father, 1 Hail
Mary and The Apostles Creed.

Then on the Our Father Beads say the following:

Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole
world.

On the 10 Hail Mary Beads say the
following: For the sake of His
sorrowful Passion, have mercy on
us and on the whole world. 5H S
VWHS DQG IRU)DO

Conclude with W K U s W L P%ﬁz = |
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy -
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Throughout his pontificate, Pope Francis directed the
faithful to reflect on the love and mercy of God. Today’s,
“Feast of Mercy” reminds all of us that God’s mercy can
overcome sin. Pope Francis said often that God never tires
of forgiving us. The problem is that we tire of asking God
for forgiveness. On this Divine Mercy Sunday, this Second
Sunday of Easter, as we listen to gentle Jesus in his
encounter with Thomas and the other disciples, we can
reflect on our own lack of faith, on our own sinfulness —
but really on the love and mercy of God in Jesus, which
conquers all.

Throughout the Easter season, on Sundays and at the daily
Masses, we will read from the Acts of the Apostles, Saint
Luke’s account of the early Church. The first line of the
first reading for Sunday inspires and challenges me. “The
community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no
one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but
they had everything in common.” As we read or listen to
this passage, we ought to seek the point Luke makes. His
story points to the oneness, the unity of the early Church. I
am inspired to be a promoter of unity and challenged to rid
myself of anything that causes disunity. My words, spoken
and written, and actions must serve to answer Jesus’ prayer
at the Last supper that we be one as he and the Father are
one.

Happy Easter!
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE

US Air Force
Cpt William Donovan
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg

US Army

Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer
Cpt Christopher Cannon
Cpt Ryan Cannon
PFC Richard Carlson
Sgt Harrison Daniels
Pvt Ryan Higgins
Erik Larson (Army Reserve)
Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo
Sgt David Lore Mayo
SGT Seth Miller
Col Kelly Quinn
Lt Ryan Slattery
Lt Col Shawn Swarz
PFC Asher Walsh
Lt John Williams

?2A«TIE]

5-«TJE

AAX TIE)
FXT«X TJE)
A|As TIE

*3 T

2J°ASTIE]

2A«TIE)

>XJIT «z” 7-3°|X CXX! -7 <3} ali TATg

No” TYOT-OUb;~ &a&jT-0i &¥-a0i TT-T0b
& ;° afv-Ub0« TAjal-Ta
0-0Ji UM-Ub0« Wja-/]

No” OfTT-Tab;~ Tja-Ti

No” OfW T-TUb;~ UWjaIMi aNT-Ti ob
0« TjUM-A0

No” &jal-Tyb;” WOIT
0« TjaK-Ta

US Marine Corps

Pvt Stuart Corboy IlI
Sgt Joseph Devroy
Cpt Peter Dulaney
Sgt Brandon Galgay
Sgt Aidan Gobeyn
Cpt Brad Gustafson
LCpl Xavier Alexander Martinez
Ssgt Walter Ramirez
Maj William Smith
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams
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US Navy

Cmdr Kevin Carlson
Lt Matthew Mah

PO2 Kevin Morrison

Cornelius Robert Murphy

LTJG Hugh Rider
Cmdr Tom Smith

ENS John David Tobin

Shane Zeman

US National Guard
Liam Gobeyn
Sgt Steven Tetzlaff
Sgt Jackson Knott
Lt Col Grant Swinger
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Parish Life 6
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ST.THOMAS OF

GANTERBURY
CHALLENGE *
CRUSADE

LENT 2026

We Did It!! Thank Youl!

When the mail arrived on the Feast of St. Joseph we

received contributions that put us over the top to meet
our matchl! In this week of the two great Saints, Joseph .
and Patrick, it is no surprise that we would get over the

finish line!

This challenge grant was an amazing opportunity for
St.Thomas of Canterbury School. The funds from this
grant will enable us to finish the school year in a good
fiscal position. Finances always seem to be the tipping
point on decisions to close schools. The faith, trust and
love that so many have for our work at St. Thomas of
Canterbury is a sure anchor that keeps our school afloat!
So many people, over so many many years, have made
St. Thomas of Canterbury a strong academic and
religious island of hope for children who come to us with
few worldly means. The mission of St. Thomas of
Canterbury is to help children recognize and achieve
their dignity and promise as children of God.

The class of 26 ‘goes on to amazing possibilities because
they have been given what every child is entitled to, a
good education and a strong moral and religious
foundation.This is thanks to the great beginning that your

generosity has sponsored.

Best wishes for a Blessed Holy Week and Easter!

YOUR SUPPORT STRENGTHENS OUR MISSION TO NURTURE FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE.

, —«=3«z 0 & 5N$IMX

03 5NSIMX |J” “X3EXT I J
1] O] A} °A°-3 J«T XENX°4—«JB
AY0-30_ AJE -7 -A3 29
Al-2J" -7 $I«OKMASE “N|--b
1J2EX 7 «NX auul! xX370
EXJ3" -7 “X3ENXi0 2 ~ 3X43 «z

B-ao] " A 03[

‘t‘!

AIXON]--§CHy [-«-3 ] =3°J
A IXNXOA-« —« 3§ TAO
Jo 3ajAA J&

HOW CAN YOU DONATE?
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thomas@stmary-stthomas.org

Please make checks payable to:
St. Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic School

Address: 5525 N. Magnolia Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640
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Join Us to Celebrate
our Parish Feast Day

DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

As We Pray for Peace

Sunday, April 12, 2026
2-4 p.m.
Divine Mercy Parish
1077 Tower Rd., Winnetka

Recitation of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet

Blessing of the
Divine Mercy Image

Exposition & Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament

Confession will be available.

33 CELEBRATION o

MUNIIELE

An Evening of Tribute

UNIVERSITY
OF

SAINT MARY
OFTHE LAKE

Support the next generation of parish priests

Join Cardinal Cupich, Fr. John Kartje, Bishops, religious, seminarians, and
friends of Mundelein for a joyful evening in support of Mundelein Seminary.

Evening highlights: formal dinner, live auction, performance by Mundelein
Seminarian Choir, panel discussion with honorees, paddle raise.

Thursday, April 16, 2026
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Lincolnshire Marriott Resort

Tickets $400 general / $250 under 40
Sponsorships available

Special Honorees:

As Those Who Serve Award Christo Gloria Award

Matt & Christi Marcheschi
FOCUS Missionaries

Fr. Jason Malave
Pastor, Queen of Apostles

Live auction items | In-person bidding only:
Lunch & private tour of NYC's St. Patrick Cathedral with Archbishop Ron Hicks

Christ & the Cosmos catered dinner with Fr. John Kartje, USML Rector/President, who holds doctorate =g
degrees in Scripture (Catholic University of America) and astrophysics (University of Chicago) A

Special Mass with Fr. Jason Malave

o o

Exclusive, private viewing of Cardinal Mundelein’s prestigious Americana Collection & lunch E%

at USML Scan the QR code for
more information & tickets.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ol

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS | &

Teacher Hiring Fair: North Side

Loyola Academy
Wilmette
April 20, 4:30 -7 p.m.

Teach with a purpose, for a purpose

Have you felt called to
make a difference in your
community?

Catholic schools could be
the next stepin your career
journey.

Meet school leaders, learn about open positions,
and even have a chance to apply and interview.

Come see where your gifts can
make a difference.

Please help us support the
Franciscans Of The Eucharist with a...

Sho We,

-’.,

Hosted by the Saints JFX Women'’s Club

Registry Live Online
April 1st to April 30th

Amazon Registry Info:

www.amazon.com/registries

Search Name: Nina Bittick
Gift List Name: FE Toiletry Shower 2026

Items will be delivered to the
Franciscans in Ma
To learn more about the Franciscans of the Eucharist
visit: www.ﬁanciscansoﬂheeuchané’lofchicago.c()m




THE JOAN & BILLHANK CENTER FOR THE CATHOLIC INTELLECTUAL HERITAGE

PopeLeo XIV, ph:)tz‘;l;y Edga Beltrdn
CARDINAL BERNARDIN DIALOGUES

Habemus Papam: Three Journalists Weigh In
on Pope Leo’s First Year

April 15, 2026, 7-8:30PM
McCormick Lounge, Coffey Hall, Lake Shore Campus

In less than 12 months since his election to the Chair of St. Peter, Pope Leo has continued Vatican
reforms, personally reached out to the faithful in need of support, and inspired the Catholic
faithful—both committed and lapsed. His influence has been felt outside of the Catholic Church through
his ecumenical and interreligious dialogues, his public ministry to the marginalized in Rome, and his
heartfelt appeal of halting the spiral of violence in war-torn regions lest we plunge into an "irreparable
abyss." To mark the one-year anniversary of Pope Leo’s election, The Hank Center will host a
conversation focused on the first year of the Pope Leo’s reign: What has he accomplished? What
remains to be done? Where do we go from here?

Journalists Gretchen Crowe (Our Sunday Visitor), Colleen Dulle (America), and Michael Sean
Winters (National Catholic Reporter) will offer their take on Pope Leo’s first year. Dominic Preziosi
(Commonweal) will moderate. This in-person event is free; registration is highly encouraged but not
required. Registrants will receive the link to the event video once it is available.
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GET ON BOARD THE

“MERCY TRAIN'

MVAMILL

NIV ADNIW,, FHL ANVOH NO L3O

Come along on a journey of faith and family...

For more than 30 years, Therese Tirpak devoted herself to
s  spreading the Message of Divine Mercy in the Chicago area and
beyond. On numerous occasions, she was asked to write a book
but preferred the personal interaction of a conversation. After her
death in 2022, Therese's son Tom believed it would be worthwhile
to share her words and witness with a broader audience, and
partnered with Marian Press to compile this heartfelt collection
of 40 short stories.

As a teacher, wife, mom, and trusted friend, Therese connected
with people and enthusiastically shared the Message of Divine
Mercy. Stories such as
Tony, A Neighborly Act of Sharing, and A Miracle in St. Peter’s
Square, convey that same warmth, purpose, and joy.

“God had connected us for a reason. Divine Mercy isn’t just
some thing we receive. It’s something we are called to share and
carry forward.”

These engaging and inspirational narratives are drawn from
ordinary—and sometimes unexpected—experiences:
family life, travel, work, and chance encounters.

“Therese’s love for Jesus and her desire to share His mercy with others is a testament to the transformative
power of Divine Mercy. She didn’t just talk about it — she lived it, embodying the very mercy that she
sought to spread.” — Drew J. Mariani, host of “The Drew Mariani Show” on Relevant Radio

The Mustard Seed, A Birthday Gift for
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IINDEN JEWELRY 3 Sales Executives

& ESTATE

Your Trusted Buyer of Jewelry, b * Paid Training

Watches, Coins, and Silverware — y y \ - « Full-time with Benefits
847-881-4122

509 4th Street, Wilmette
LindenJewelers.com

Thomas More

SOCIETY

Defending Life, Family € Freedom

Wilmette Bicycle & Sport Shop, Inc. COMPLETE CAR SERVICE
NORTH SHORE'S SPORTS HEADQUARTERS

Est. 1032 847—251— 1234

(847) 251-1404

605 Green Bay Rd. « Wilmette, IL 60091 SERVING THE NORTH SHORE SINCH
S’VEET’S' . Ed the Plumij m
_ . = Ed the Carpe} /
Heating + Air %;‘%ﬁfz" || 847 492 (1444 Made D
.998. Best Work ¢ Best Rates

Cond|t|0n|ng Foidpmer Bup Sqe s Gimnn 2 1 b ARISHIONER DISCOUNT V{ IOOk EE?F,]]E

—~

90 Years on the North Shore ) ) Q H ;tg
Repairs & Service BRATSCHI PLUMBING Advertise here to rﬁ’i@
A Family Business Providing Complete reach your local E'I‘ ragl-
on all Makes & Models Plumbing Service Since 1937 audience. %~
Lic.# PL13352
847-251-1247 847-446-1421 801 Oak St., Winnetka T i v e e T
736 12th Street « Wilmette www.bratschiinc.com : :
| ADT-Monitored Home Security L
(m Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

’ ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

X F) E RTS ® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

MASONRY & RESTORATION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL [ Aﬂ'

« Brick Work « Caulking
« Chimney Repair :DWHUS
« Glass Block « Tuckpointing
+ Lintel & Beam ProjetBtone Work

847-460-8347
Xpertsmasonry@gmail.co
Xpertsrestoration.com

Authorized

Provider | SQfeStreets 833-287'3502

AMADA®@)

S E NEI@REE AT REE
Jenny Novy - CPG | Owner, CEO

MA GERONTOLOGY
MS THERAPUETIC RECREATION

T/l@“te;t 7\/ [ /D /acer /lé@ 77, onme

M"—LEN HARDWARE Contact us Today!
Locally-owned Hardware Stgrp Jameson | Sotheby’s 847-324-9450 2 Cartifisd Hi-HoHie T —
847 251 -3060 INTERNATIONAL REALTY AmadaNorthShore.com Caregivers Care Policy Review
i : . @NAWBO,@ Home Care « Home Nursing « Free Senior
1219 Wilmette Ave, Wilmette NaShTeam@‘]amesonSIr'c( gereaeTry Services Housing Placement

www.johnmillenhardware.com Ted Nash 3 l 2 o 5 0 5 5 1 9 5 9 John Nash

28 Classic Roo ng and
= Architectural Sheet
L.Marshall Metal Craftsmanship
ROGFING & SHEET METAL INC. Excellence Since|1913eonaized mediaton hanagement In your home.

773-848-7031 www.homepharmassist.com

Contact: info@Imarshallroo ng.com « Call: 847-724-5400

Your Trusted Real Estate Agent for Sei-ling Your Wilmette Ho

YA 2 AR S

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4Ipi.c8aints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmet€4, 40763



