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3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER

And it happened that, while [Jesus] was with them at
table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and
gave it to them. - Lk 24:30-31

Excorpts from tho Loctionary for Mass ©2001, 1968, 1970 CCD. ©LPi
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Dear Friends,

It’s kind of amazing how some things just stay with you, and you can never forget them as much
as you try. A handful of years ago, I went to my first OCIA training hosted by the Archdiocese of
Chicago. It was set at the stunningly beautiful campus at Mundelein Seminary in mid-
Autumn. If you’ve never walked around Mundelein Seminary in mid-Autumn, stop reading
this, take out your phone calendar, and schedule an all-day visit for this upcoming Autumn.
You will thank me later. Perfect; now that you have your pilgrimage date set, let me tell you 7/,
what I heard at this training. L

The gentleman conducting the training was very passionate about everything related to OCIA. As the training was being
conducted, I couldn’t help but write down a phrase that he kept saying, “every OCIA experience is unique.” He related
this phrase to just about everything we were covering in the lessons. If we were talking about theology,
this phrase made its way in there. If we were talking about OCIA paperwork and protocol, this phrase would be
brought up. At the time, I had difficulty understanding why he kept saying this phrase and using it to explain OCIA. |
was thinking, of course, every OCIA experience is different, but generally speaking, every year the same thing
happens. Folks sign up for the program; we do our best to teach them about our faith, and they complete their sacraments
at Easter Vigil. While this is technically correct, I’ve learned over the years that there is so much more that happens
throughout the OCIA experience.

As luck would have it, I ended up saying this phrase to myself and the OCIA team members more than ever during this
last OCIA cycle. This year we had the pleasure of having a wonderful man named Bob enroll in our program. Fr. Wayne
had met him after Mass one day, and Bob was curious to learn more about the Catholic faith. As it turns out, Bob was
not baptized but was very interested in the teachings of Jesus, and what exactly us Catholics believe about Jesus. From
the first time I met Bob, I knew this man was a philosopher at heart. For as soft spoken as he was, he said so much with
his body language. Bob would give the most genuine eyebrow raise when having a light bulb moment, or the
most intense pondering face when he was thinking deeply about faith. It seemed that everything he
did revealed his intentionality, and his mission to truly know Jesus. As the months went by, I would see Bob sit in a
different seat at each session we met. As he sat and chatted with the other OCIA participants, one thing
remained constant; the other person was always smiling. It was hard not to smile around Bob, as you quickly realized
you were talking to an incredibly friendly renaissance man/intellect who loved comic books and good conversation.
Bob’s input in class was always simple, but the most profound.

Unfortunately, underneath his quiet charm and polite persona, Bob was suffering immense ly from cancer. Bob’s health
took a sharp turn about halfway through the OCIA season, and Fr. Wayne received a call that he was in hospice. Fr.
Wayne and I went out to see him the first chance we could get. I will never forget the email he sent me asking in the
most Bob way possible “Hi, Michael, may I please receive my sacraments if you and Fr. Wayne are able?” Upon
receiving his humble request, Fr. Wayne and I met Bob at his hospice care, and he received all his sacraments. I will
never forget the intense sigh of relief and relaxed smile Bob had as Fr. Wayne carefully and lovingly poured
the baptismal water over his head. In that moment I felt all his stress go away, while he rested his neck on the white
baptismal shawl that was knitted for him. I have never seen anyone in such a pure state of peace, truly embracing the
love of God. Less than 48 hours after his baptism, Bob was in heaven and united with the God he loved so much.

This was an OCIA experience that was very unique, and one that I will always remember. This experience forever
changed me and makes me so incredibly grateful for being involved in ministry. I’'m so grateful to Fr. Wayne for his
wisdom and guidance, for Joe D’Arco and his unending support of our parish ministry programs, the Saints JFX staff,
the OCIA Team, and all the parishioners of this incredible parish. Thank you all for this life-changing experience.

Autumn has become my favorite season for a couple of reasons, but in the last couple of years it’s because that’s when |
get to meet the new OCIA participants. Before doing so this year, I know I will go up to Mundelein to sit, pray, and
reflect on the upcoming OCIA season. I will take time to prepare for the unexpected, because as they say, “every OCIA
experience is unique.” Looking forward to running into a few of you while I’m reflecting at Mundelein in Autumn.

Peace,

OLFKDHO &HVDULR

'LUHFWRU (YDQJHOL]DWLRQ OLQLVWU\
PMFHVDULR#VVMI[ RUJ
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE

US Air Force
Cpt William Donovan
Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg

US Army
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer
Cpt Christopher Cannon
Cpt Ryan Cannon
PFC Richard Carlson
Sgt Harrison Daniels
Pvt Ryan Higgins
Erik Larson (Army Reserve)
Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo
Sgt David Lore Mayo
SGT Seth Miller
Col Kelly Quinn
Lt Ryan Slattery
Lt Col Shawn Swarz
PFC Asher Walsh
Lt John Williams

US Marine Corps
Pvt Stuart Corboy IlI

Sgt Joseph Devroy
Cpt Peter Dulaney
Sgt Brandon Galgay
Cpt Brad Gustafson
LCpl Xavier Alexander Martinez
Ssgt Walter Ramirez
Maj William Smith
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot
Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams

US Navy
Cmdr Kevin Carlson

Lt Matthew Mah

PO2 Kevin Morrison

Cornelius Robert Murphy

LTJG Hugh Rider
Cmdr Tom Smith

ENS John David Tobin

Shane Zeman

US National Guard
Liam Gobeyn
Sgt Steven Tetzlaff
Sgt Jackson Knott
Lt Col Grant Swinger
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Chicago, Illinois

Join the Midwest Jesuits and the Chicago community for a Mass
and short post-Easter reflection.

Saturday, April 18,2026
: o 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Fr. Wayne Watts
Celebrant Wine and cheese following Mass

with a Special Easter Reflection from Mr. Philip Cooley, SJ

Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish

St. Joseph Catholic Church
1747 Lake Avenue
Wilmette, lllinois

Mr. Philip Cooley, SJ
Speaker

Save the Date
for
Senior Brunch 2026!

Saints JFX Senior Brunch is back!
All parish seniors are invited to join us
for our 3rd annual brunch on May 31.

Please help us support the
Franciscans Of The Eucharist with a...

Hosted by the Saints JFX Women'’s Club

Registry Live Online
April 1st to April 30th

Amazon Registry Info:

Mark your calendars...Details to follow.

www.amazon.com/registries

Search Name: Nina Bittick
Gift List Name: FE Toiletry Shower 2026

Items will be delivered to the
Franciscans in Ma

To learn more about the Franciscans of the Eucharist
Visit: www.ﬁanciscansoﬁheeuchaﬂélofchicago.com
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CHICAGO BEARS PATRICK MCCASKEY EWTNG
WSFI | WSFV CATHOLIC RADIO & CATHOLIC
LEADERS anp LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS INVITE YOU TO'

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples. -
1Chronicles 16:24

Tt Annaad Catholio Trayer Freakslist

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026
Rosary: 8:30 AM Holy Mass: 9:00 AM — Santa Maria Del Popolo Chapel
Breakfast & Program: 10:00 AM — DoubleTree by Hilton, Mundelein, IL.

CELEBRANT AND SPEAKER
His EXCELLENCY
BISHOP JOSEPH PERRY
HONORING THE LIFE & LEGACY OF iy il

VENERABLE FULTON J. SHEEN = | o
To BE BEATIFIED ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
CHICAGO BEARS
PATRICK MCCASKEY

CHAIRMAN, SPORTS FAITH INTERNATIONAL
‘WSFI 88.5FM — WSFV 88.7FM CATHOLIC RADIO

9:00 AM Mass
Santa Maria Del Popolo —
Chapel
116 North Lake Street
Mundelein, IL 60060

10:00 AM Breakfast
DoubleTree by Hilton
510 E IL Route 83
Mundelein, IL 60060

TICKETS

& LAKE COUNT

RIGHT TO LIFE

Hot CATERED BREAKFAST — $35 per person

ExHIBITOR DispLAY TABLE — $25

JoiN OUR HosT COMMITTEE

TABLE FOR 8 INCLUDES Aid for Women
ExHIBITOR DispLAY TABLE — $280 Northern Lake
REGISTER - & County

OnLINE: wsfiradio.org

PHONE: 847.644.8456 or 224.206.8455 of
MaiL: WSFI Catholic Radio

PO Box 885, Libertyville, IL 60048

i =
ZEnC&. Knights of
7 Columbus'
Saint Mary of Vernon
Indian Creek Council #8022

-v 10




ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO oc

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Teacher Hiring Fair: North Side

Loyola Academy
Wilmette
April 20, 4:30 -7 p.m.

Teach with a purpose, for a purpose

Have you felt called to
make a difference in your
community?

Catholic schools could be
the next step in your career
journey.

Meet school leaders, learn about open positions,
and even have a chance to apply and interview.

Come see where your gifts can
make a difference.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ‘ @

Mass and Holy Hour

April 26,2026
Holy Hour: 4 = 5 p.m.
Mass: 5:15 p.m.

Holy Name Cathedral
735 N. State Street, Chicago

Parking available. Scan code for -
more information.

Join us to pray for vocations

to the priesthood,

consecrated life and diaconate.
All are welcome!

Fr. Timothy Monahan,

Vocation Director 847.531.0148
tmonahan@archchicago.org
ChicagoPriest.com



, North Shore C
A person ou now Apolc ou underst nd Estd 1692 and C WILMETTE
[J Driving LLC
If ou w nt person | servce nd understndn wth our nsur nce, ] | “Safety First” AU TO BO DY
I'm our ood ne hbor CII, clc orstopb for quote tod BRAD CARLSON
Driver's Education Instructor
’ 847 343-6696
Lam b re C ht S northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com @
X J o StateFarm Jewelers ' “Our Most Important
S Todd MrmnIns Aenc Inc QRAYNDR Product Is A Well
‘ 4‘ 809 Rde Rod W Imette, IL 60091-2489 1131 Central Ave., Wilmette UDOOR COMPANY Satis ed Customer’
h-»»_ dor Bus 847-256-8633 847.251-3284 Residential & Commercial 847—25 1— 1535
ﬂ G Door Installation & Repai
Member American Gem Society || O;:;Zjlzggo epars 1920 Lake Ave.
L e oodne hbor, Stte Frm s there® stie Frm Bioomn ton, IL Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 197B| 1653 winnetka Avenue  + North eld www.wilmetteautobody.com

*Free Pickup *Accept all Major

ani ety Geaica | ool lalel[{elas e te oMl | WALTER KEEFE & SONS C(%\IORTHSHORE

@l 'S Gen’| Contractors & TRUST COMPANY
Designers ¢ Builders A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK
Kitchens « Baths « Additions « Remodeling = .
819 Ridge Rd. * Wilmette, IL 60091

CETXETSy
Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic CatholicMatch.com/ IL WILMETTE 847-256-0156

LG LEESENE Accepting New Pa
MDM edAlert!™ &7 DUNY
o DN, |

fzuberi@mylapels.com
Ambulance Police/Fire $1 fmo.
ab
CALNOWBI0B08 9204 I 5 =

RIDGEVIEW
GRILL
Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Din
Casual dining right in your ne
847-251-2770

(847) 251-2433 « mylapels.com/wilmette
Family/Friends GPS & Fall Alert o)

O % www.ridgeviewgdm
: N <
. l We're Hiring Ad 1
Sales Executives Brilliant Smiles, 5{7!}%@ Cmﬁeﬁ/,
« Paid Training VM//#':'/M/{}‘ Created

« Full-time with Benefits
PH. 847.729.2233
WWW.COLONIALDENTALGROUP.COM

WE CAN DO IT.

Custom Professional Plumbing Services ™ since 1949: FUSION

Lic# 058-118696 (@
« Kitchens + Laundry Rooms * Heating &A/C é
+ Sewage & Water Lines

+ Bathrooms + New Construction +» Remodeling
BREAKFAST & BRUNCH BISTRO

Get thls bulletin dellvered £om iy _
RGN e || B CERRIGAN | st
every week. L S ol oj)o Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
i e Gluten-Free & Vegan Options
Scan to subscribe on _' -0 +] UM|BIN @@o

parishesonline.com 1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette
www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

The Power Washing Boys
FREE AD DESIGN North Shore’s Premier Power and Window Washing g4 Advertise in our

WITH PURCHASE ur
OF THIS SPACE WINDOW WABHING Church Bulletin!

HOUSE WASHING Contact Jeff Hansen
~GARAGE FLOOR EPOX jhansen@4LPi.com

e = W), 847-769-8803 800) 950-9952 x2683
;/J Parishioner Owned 5@ (800) X

Support Our Advertisers!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®aints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmet@s, 40763



