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Dear Friends, 
 

Many of you have seen the editorial in the Chicago Tribune 
about Archdiocesan financial controls. 
 

The editorial made me think that I should share with you some 
of the Archdiocesan best practices and financial controls that 
we have in place at Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier to ensure 
great stewardship of the funds you entrust to our care. Our 
staff and many volunteers work hard to ensure transparency 
and follow these best practices. 
 

�%�X�G�J�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���2�Y�H�U�V�L�J�K�W�����P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�U�V���� 
As part of our annual process, Operations Director Joe 
D’Arco prepares the annual school and parish budget, in    
collaboration with the School Principal and me, that he      
presented to the Parish Finance Council for their consent   
approval this week. The Finance Council reviews the draft 
budget, asks questions, tests assumptions, and approves it for 
submission. Throughout the year, the independent volunteer 
Finance Council provides oversight and advice to the Pastor 
and Operations Director on various financial issues and com-
municates about the parish’s financial health. 
 

We then submit the budget signed by Joe, the Finance Council 
chair, and me to the Archdiocese for its approval. Many eyes 
see the budget before it is approved. I would say that is the 
beginning of our controls: A budget created by the Operations 
Director in collaboration with the Principal, approved by the 
Finance Council, the Pastor, and ultimately by Archdiocesan 
officials. 
 

�:�H�H�N�H�Q�G���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����G�X�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���U�R�W�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�V������ 
Saints JFX has well-established procedures, supported by 
Archdiocesan best practices for collections and donations.  
Collections from weekend Masses are placed in sealed       
security bags and deposited in a safe by our ushers and kept 
locked until the following Monday morning when trained   
volunteers count the collections and prepare the deposit. Per 
Archdiocesan procedures, teams of counters rotate through the 
month as an added level of security. Deposits are made 
promptly, and records of deposits are retained for reconcilia-
tion. 
 

�'�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���0�D�L�O���R�U���'�U�R�S-�2�I�I�����U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���D�Q�G���W�U�D�F�N�H�G���� 
Donations received through the mail or parishioner drop-off 
are opened, recorded and deposited on a weekly basis by our 
accounting staff. Every donation is recorded with sufficient 
detail to maintain a clear audit trail. 
 

�(�O�H�F�W�U�R�Q�L�F���*�L�Y�L�Q�J�����V�H�F�X�U�H���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G���� 
Donations made through PushPay, donor-advised funds, IRA 
distributions, and stock gifts are monitored and recorded    
routinely. PushPay secures donor payment information; parish 
staff do not have access to donor credit card details.  
 

Donors may review their giving history at any time. Our    
Operations Director and Finance Council have access to    
financial reports and regularly review this information. How-
ever, specific donor information is handled confidentially.  
 

�$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�� �3�D�\�D�E�O�H�� ���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �S�D�V�W�R�U�D�O��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z���� 

 
In the accounts payable department, bills are paid biweekly.  
Bills and reimbursements require detailed supporting          
documentation and approval by the Principal or Operations 
Director before payment is initiated. Checks are printed with 
backup documentation and require my review and signature, 
are mailed out, and a check stub is attached to the bill and 
filed. We use bank fraud-prevention tools (including Positive 
Pay) to ensure the signed check is deposited by the proper 
party. 
 

ACH payments are entered by the in-house bookkeeper,    
reviewed and approved by the Operations Director, and then 
provided to me for final review and filing.   
 

�&�U�H�G�L�W���&�D�U�G�V�����U�H�F�H�L�S�W-�E�D�V�H�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���� 
Procurement credit cards are issued only to designated staff 
based on role/need. Cardholders are responsible for submit-
ting receipts and reconciling monthly statements for review 
and filing. Monthly bills are paid via ACH following the prac-
tices listed above.   
 

�%�D�Q�N���5�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����P�R�Q�W�K�O�\���Y�H�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� 
The in-house bookkeeper makes bank reconciliations monthly 
for each parish account by comparing internal records to bank 
statements,  reviewing and retaining the reconciliation reports, 
and reviewing and rectifying stale checks when needed.   
 

�3�D�\�U�R�O�O�����P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���U�H�Y�L�H�Z�V���� 
Our payroll is tracked using electronic timecards in an online 
application, and is processed biweekly.  Supervisors review 
timecards at the end of each pay period to ensure accuracy. 
The payroll administrator enters any additional hours or     
stipends not included on a timesheet, and reviews again for 
accuracy. Once signed off, the payroll company processes the 
hours, and the payroll administrator runs reports. A third   
review is done by the payroll administrator, any changes are 
documented, and the Operations Director is copied for trans-
parency. Once all the time is correct, payroll is approved, and 
files are saved for every pay date.       
 

These practices are not “paperwork for paperwork’s sake.” 
They are practical expressions of integrity—verifying, docu-
menting, and reviewing—so that we can be accountable stew-
ards and worthy of your trust. Joe D’Arco put many of these 
processes in place when he joined the staff, and I am grateful 
for and confident in them. 
  
If you have questions about our finance systems at Saints JFX, 
I welcome them. Thank you for your faith, your generosity, 
and your partnership in our mission. 
  
Let us ask the Lord for the grace to be faithful stewards:   
humble in leadership, prudent in management, and generous 
in mission. 
 
Sincerely,  
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY, PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

US Air Force 
Cpt William Donovan 

Ssgt John Wesley Hobbs 
2nd Lt Luke Stenberg 

 

US Army 
Rev Chaplain Maj John Barkemeyer 

Cpt Christopher Cannon 
Cpt Ryan Cannon 

PFC Richard Carlson 
Sgt Harrison Daniels 

Pvt Ryan Higgins 
Erik Larson (Army Reserve) 

Sgt Brenda Lore Mayo 
Sgt David Lore Mayo 

SGT Seth Miller 
Col Kelly Quinn 
Lt Ryan Slattery 

Lt Col Shawn Swarz 
PFC Asher Walsh 
Lt John Williams 

 

US Marine Corps 
Pvt Stuart Corboy III 
Sgt Joseph Devroy 
Cpt Peter Dulaney 

Sgt Brandon Galgay 
Maj Brad Gustafson 

LCpl Xavier Alexander Martinez 
Ssgt Walter Ramirez 
Maj William Smith  
Cpl Trevor J. Talbot 

Pvt 1st Class Stevie Williams 
 

US Navy 
Cmdr Kevin Carlson 

Lt Matthew Mah 
PO2 Kevin Morrison 

Cornelius Robert Murphy 
LTJG Hugh Rider 
Cmdr Tom Smith 

ENS John David Tobin 
Shane Zeman 

 

US National Guard 
Liam Gobeyn 

Sgt Steven Tetzlaff 
Sgt Jackson Knott 

Lt Col Grant Swinger 
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We know that May is a busy month, so add another fun evening  
to your calendar:  
RSVP �I�R�U���W�K�H���6�D�L�Q�W�V���-�)�;���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���&�O�X�E 
2026  Spring Dinner & Annual Meeting  
 
Wednesday May 27th  6:30pm to 9:00pm  
RSVP deadline is Friday (5/22)  
 

Dinner is hosted at  �´�&�R�D�U�V�H���,�W�D�O�L�D�Q�µ  
Glenview Public Golf Course,  800 Shermer Road, Glenview  
Cost: $50 per person   
RSVP by scanning the QR code  
Any questions:  contact Mary Franklin at siena66@aol.com   
 
Dinner served family style, includes dinner, dessert, beer, wine, tea & coffee.  
 

Gluten free pasta available �² request on RSVP. 
 

Cash/credit card bar for cocktails.  
  

Officers for the year 2026 -2027 will be installed.  
Woman of the Year will be awarded.  
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Saints JFX Senior Brunch is back! 
All parish seniors are invited to join us  
for our 3rd annual brunch on May 31. 

 
Mark your calendars...Details to follow. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy 95th Birthday Fr. Ed Harnett!  
 

�)�U�����+�D�U�Q�H�W�W�·�V���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\���L�V���$�S�U�L�O������������ 
 

Please join us in wishing him many  
happy returns of the day!  
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RIDGEVIEW  
GRILL

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Casual dining right in your neighborhood

847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.com

Accepting New Patients

���� �������� �����
����� �
�� ��������� ��


	� ��������	
�������

WE CAN DO IT.
Custom Professional Plumbing Services ™ since 1949:
Lic#  058-118696

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE
811 Ridge Rd., Wilmette • 847.251.2695

            • Bathrooms
            • Kitchens

• New Construction
• Laundry Rooms
• Sewage & Water Lines

• Remodeling
• Heating & A/C

WILMETTE
AUTO BODY

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well

Satis�ed Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

	 *Free Pickup 	 *Accept all Major  
	and Delivery 	 Credit Cards  

  
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner”  

Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner  
fzuberi@mylapels.com 

(847) 251-2433 • mylapels.com/wilmette  
819 Ridge Rd. • Wilmette, IL 60091

Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

WALTER KEEFE & SONS
Gen’l Contractors 

Designers • Builders 
Kitchens • Baths • Additions • Remodeling

WILMETTE	 847-256-0156

Lambrecht’s 
Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette 

847-251-3284   

Member American Gem Society 
Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 1978

Est’d  1892

Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs

847 441-6900
1653 Winnetka Avenue •  North�eld

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDM edAlert!™

��  Ambulance ����Police/Fire 
����Family/Friends ��  GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$19 95
/mo.

AS LOW AS

md-medalert.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/ IL

North Shore C  
and C 

Driving LLC

 
BRAD CARLSON 

Driver’s Education Instructor
847 343-6696  

northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

“Safety First”

�������������������������

��
����
	��������������
	������������•�
•
•••�••��
����•••� ­€‚ƒ „�€…	

A person �ou �now� A pol�c� �ou underst�nd�

If �ou w�nt person�l serv�ce �nd underst�nd�n� w�th �our �nsur�nce,  

I’m �our �ood ne��hbor� C�ll, cl�c� or stop b� for � quote tod���

Todd M�r�m�n Ins A�enc� Inc
809 R�d�e Ro�d � W�lmette, IL 60091-2489

Bus� 847-256-8633

L��e � �ood ne��hbor, St�te F�rm �s there�® St�te F�rm Bloom�n�ton , IL

Fresh •  Local •  Welcoming
Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
Gluten-Free & Vegan Options

Open Tues-Sun 8am-3pm

1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette

www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

Contact Jeff Hansen
jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

		  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmette, IL	01-0763

The Power Washing Boys
North Shore’s Premier Power and Window Washing Service

SERVICES:
POWER WASHING

WINDOW WASHING
HOUSE WASHING

GARAGE FLOOR EPOXY

847-769-8803
Parishioner Owned

B&A
 GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Home & Business Services

Paint ing •  Plumbing
Roof ing •  Gutters •  Siding
HVAC • Windows •  Doors

Carpentry •  Electr ic 
Generators

Car Charger Instal lat ion

$$$ With Us you Save $$$

(773) 983-7014
Licensed & Insured

Experienced


