Our Mission:

Saints Joseph and
Francis Xavier
Parish

5™ SUNDAY OF EASTER

G

“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there
were not, would | have told you that | am going to prepare a
place for you?” - Jn 14:2
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Dear Friends,

“Do not let your heart be troubled.” The words of Jesus as
he speaks to his uncertain, imperfect, disciples are great
words for us to hear today. Jesus reminds his disciples, and
us, of the great gift of our faith. He invites us to have faith
in Him, as we have faith in God. The disciples faced
uncertainty as they listened to his words. With all that is
happening in our Church and in our world, we share that
uncertainty. In a sense, he tells his disciples to not worry,
and to not let anxiety over the future cloud their vision. We
hear these words on the fifth Sunday of Easter, a month
after thousands gathered in our churches to celebrate the
Resurrection of the Lord. The Church invites us to rejoice
in the Resurrection - not just on Easter Sunday, but for 50
days that follow, and every Sunday of the Church year.

I suppose it is good to recognize and admit the things that
cause us to be anxious and afraid. Once we name those
things, we can bring them to the Lord in prayer. Jesus tells
us to not lose peace, to have faith and trust in the
Providence of God. When we look at our past, we see that
God always gives us what we need. It may not always be
what we had wanted, but it is what we need. God was, is
and always will be. Jesus makes manifest that presence and
promises the Holy Spirit to guide and protect us always.
Today’s invitation, amid the uncertainty that is ours, is to
trust.

In our second reading, Saint Paul confidently tells us, “You
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people of his own, so that you may announce the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.” That is exactly who we are, as individuals and as a
community. Peter charges us to announce God’s praises.
We do that by the way we live our lives. We announce
God’s praises by lives of kindness, mercy, and generosity.
We announce God’s praises by sharing our gifts and treat-
ing others exactly the way we wish to be treated. When we
do that, we move from darkness into the marvelous light of
God.

On Tuesday of last week, 1 witnessed our community,
including may of school students, announcing the praises of
God and living in God’s marvelous light. We celebrated
6:30AM Mass and Father John Rahimi preached a stellar
homily. First allow me to tell you that I received numerous
comments about the poise and respectfulness of the Saints
Joseph and Francis Xavier students after morning Mass.
Father John himself commented on how welcoming they
were, and how each young person shook his hand,
introduced himself or herself, and looked him in the eye.
Several other Mass goers mentioned the same. [ am proud
of our young people. Respectful building of community
starts young. The close to 200 parishioners who showed up
to welcome our new cleric, to listen to him and encourage
him, brought me great joy.

As we wrapped up our service
month in our parish and school,
our students invited the residents
of Misericordia to the school for a
friendly game of basketball. The
students, many of whom were at
6:30 am Mass to welcome our

soon to be new associate, joined |
the Misericordia residents on the

court. Watching the game, with the student coaches dressed
in jackets and ties, like professional coaches, and the play-
ers kindly, joyfully, and respectfully mixing with the Mis-
ericordia residents brought tears to my eyes. We also had
the honor of presenting the game ball to the Lunkes family,
whose son Edward, a Saints JFX parishioner for most of
his life and a resident of Misericordia, died in March. We
gave Edward’s family the ball in his memory and in his
honor. It was beautiful. Great things are happening here.
This community is bringing light to a darkened world.

On Thursday, Father Harnett celebrated his 95" birthday.
Hundreds of children and adults gathered on the rectory
lawn to serenade him with our rendition of “Happy
Birthday!” Here we were again... bringing light and sharing

Joy.

Jesus says to Thomas, responding to his honest, perhaps
rhetorical, question, “We do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” by telling believers, “I
am the way and the truth and the life.

With untroubled hearts, then, let us commit to following
the way of Jesus, telling the truth of Jesus, and living in the
life of Jesus. That way we will be living the dignity of
being the chosen race, and we, by our lives, will announce
the praises of God.

Happy Easter!

EAY—en W

PS. For those who may not have heard, I am thrilled to
welcome soon-to-be Father John Rahimi to Saints JFX as
our Associate Pastor on August 1. He will be ordained on
June 20. I hope you will welcome him as enthusiastically as
[am.
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Anointing of the Sick at Mass

Sunday, May 17, 2026
10:30am Mass
St. Joseph Church

Anyone ill, infirm, or distressed in any way
is welcome to receive
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at this Mass.

No registration required -- just come to Mass.
Our greeters will usher you to a seat
in the section for those who wish to be anointed.
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- FOR BABIES e
;; - & 40, 000+ UNBORN BABIES ,//‘r
.;' (AND MOMS) LIVES SAVED! we
@

B

&

el Purchase your
- % \NG g4
NN 4"” oY "oy, Mother’s Day flowers
N g s

& o after Mass this year!
\,i BLOOMING .,

Flowers will be sold while supply
lasts. Cash and checks only, please. Make checks out to
The Women’s Centers of Greater Chicagoland and visit gotwc.org for

more information. Thank you, and Happy Mother’s Day!




THE JEWISH ROOTS OF PENTECOST
A SPECIAL PRESENTATION ABOUT SHAVUOT

co-sponsored by the Ss. Peter & Lambert Parish Spiritual Life Commission

Our neighbors, Ss. Peter & Lambert are co-hosting a special presentation here at Saints Joseph and Francis Xavier
about Shavuot, the Jewish holiday being observed by the disciples when the Holy Spirit descended upon them. Many of the
practices in all Christian faiths derive from Pentecost, which truly comes to light when understanding the Old Testament
context. All are welcome to a special talk by Judeo-Christian advocate, Ashley Hudson. Fluent in several languages,
Ms. Hudson is from Knoxville, Tennessee, and is an ASL interpreter for the Deaf at both churches and synagogues,
as well as spending ample time working with humanitarian efforts both here in the U.S.A. and globally.

THURSDAY, MAY 28 at 6:00rm

ST. JOSEPH'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
COMMUNITY ROOM — 1747 LAKE AVE. WILMETTE, IL

In commemoration of the 150th Anniversary
of the Church of St. Mary 1875 - 2025
Suumer School of Faith 2026 presents
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OUR BLESSED MOTHER MA

MOTHER OF GOD
Y gﬁ OF

FIVE TUESDAYS
June 9th—Mary as Mother of God

June 16th—Mary, the Immaculate Conception
June 23rd—Mary, the Perpetual Virgin

June 30th—Mary, Assumed into HeaM ' ;
,'/
July 7th—Mary as Co-Mediatrix and /o S
Co-Redemptrix of the Universe / .

SCHOOL OF ST. MARY

185 EAST ILLINOIS ROAD, LAKE F!
7PM - 8:30PM R
LECTURE, Q & A, A
REFRESHMENTS

AND FREE ADMISSION
summerschooloffaith@gmail.com

t\

YouTube.com/@summerschooloffaith



A person ou now A polc ou underst nd

If ou w nt person | servce nd understndn wth our nsur nce,
I'm our ood ne hbor Cll, clc orstop b for quote tod

oo StateFarm

Todd Mrmn Ins A enc Inc
809 Rde Rod W Imette, IL 60091-2489
Bus 847-256-8633

w

L e oodne hbor, Stte Frm s there® stte Frm Bloomn ton, IL

*Free Pickup

and Delivery l
STy
“Wilmette’s Most Convenient Cleaner”
Fahim Zuberi, Franchise Owner
fzuberi@mylapels.com
(847) 251-2433 « mylapels.com/wilmette
819 Ridge Rd. » Wilmette, IL 60091
Environmentally Friendly and Non-allergenic

*Accept all Major
Credit Cards

catholicmatch’

MDMedAlert! ™ &g

95
Ambulance Police/Fire $19 fmo.
Family/Friends GPS & Fall Alert%\g

CALL NOW00.808.92% s mimecaieroli 1
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We're Hiring Ad
Sales Executives

* Paid Training
« Full-time with Benefits

Est'd 1892

Lambrecht’s
Jewelers

1131 Central Ave., Wilmette
847-251-3284
Member American Gem Society

Graduates of St. Francis 1969 & 197B| 1453 winnetka Avenue « North eld

ﬁ e S Il WILMETTE

BRAD CARLSON
Driver's Education Instructor
847 343-6696
northshorecandcdriving@gmail.com

©

“Our Most Important
Product Is A Well
Satis ed Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

1DO0OR COMPANY

Residential & Commercial
Garage Door Installation & Repairs
847 441-6900

WALTER KEEFE & SONS

Gen'l Contractors
Designers « Builders

Kitchens « Baths « Additions « Remodeling

WILMETTE

NORTH SHORE
COMMUNITY BANK

& TRUST COMPANY
A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK
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847-256-0156
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Brilliant Smiles, ﬂrfﬁ./éf Cmﬂﬁ/,

VM//#':'/M@ Created

PH. 847.729.2233

WWW.COLONIALDENTALGROUP.COM

Accepting New Pa

RIDGEVIEW
GRILL
Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Din
Casual dining right in your ne
847-251-2770
www.ridgeviewgrill.co

Get this bulletin delivered
straight to your inbox
every week.

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

WE CAN DO IT.

Custom Professional Plumbing Services ™ since 1949:

Lic# 058-118696

« Bathrooms + New Construction +» Remodeling 22 Z
« Kitchens « Laundry Rooms + Heating &A/IC e = Pmilaing
. oofing * Gutters « Siding
* Sewage & Water Lines HVAC « Windows » Doors

B&A

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
Home & Business Services

Carpentry « Electric
Generators
Car Charger Installation

$$$ With Us you Save $$$
(773) 983-7014

Licensed & Insured
Experienced

The Power Washing Boys

é'
BREAKFAST & BRUNCH BISTRO

Fresh Local Welcoming
Brunch, Breakfast & Coffee
Gluten-Free & Vegan Options

1222 Washington Ct., Wilmette
www.fuelfusionrestaurant.com

North Shore’s Premier Power and Window Washing
SERVICES:
POWER WASHING
WINDOW WASHING
HOUSE WASHING
GARAGE FLOOR EPOXY

847-769-8803

Parishioner Owned

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

Support Our Advertisers!

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®aints Joseph and Francis Xavier Parish, Wilmet@s, 40763



